SECTION IV: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

ITEM DESCRIPTION

A “3/3 Marines track down clues, insurgents in the Korengal
Valley” From: Dec 31, 2004
Sentinel

B “USMC Commandant visits Marines in Afghanistan” From: Dec 31,
2004
Sentinel

C “Marines deliver school supplies in Nangalam” From: bec 31,
2004
Sentinel

D “3/3 Marines train with Afghan Security Forces” From: Dec 31,
2004
Sentinel

E “You’ve got mail” From: Dec 31, 2004,
Sentinel

F “Marine Snipers Disrupt Insurgent Activity in Afghanistan”
Frem: Jan 4, 2005
www. usme.mil

G “Commandant, Sergeant Major visit Marines in Afghanistan”
From: Jan 5, 2005
www. usmc.mil

H “3/3 repels Christmas Eve ambush” From: Jan 14, 2005
www.usmce.mil

I “Interpreters aid America’s Battalion in War on Terrorism”
From: Jan 21, 2005
Hawali Marine _

J “3/3 honors battalion alumnus” From: Jan 21, 2005
Hawaii Marine _

K “3/3 gains another ally in OEF” From: Jan 21, 2005
wwiWw.usmc.mil

L “3/3 Marines donate truck to Afghan police” From: Jan 21,
2005
www.usmc.mil

M “3/3 seizes cache” From Jan 21, 2005
Hawaii Marine

N | “Letters To The Editor” From: Jan 21, 2005
Hawaii Marine

0 “3/3 thwarts off early attack” From: Jan 28, 2005
Hawail Marine

P “Gear List” From: Jan 28, 2005
Hawail Marine

o “3/3 trains Afghan Forces” From: Feb 4, 2005

Hawalii Marine
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R | “Hawaii Marines take fight to enemy in Afghanistan mountains”
From: Fepbh 6, 2005
WWW. usmc.mil

5 “PSYOP teams give Marines ancther voice on battlefield”
From: Feb 18, 2005
WWw, dsmc.mil

T “3/3 helps secure clinic” From: Feb 25, 2005
Hawail Marine

U | “3/3 scores major success in Khost” From: Feb 26, 200>
www.usmc.mil

vV “3/3 readies for fair weather fighters” From: Mar 11, 2003
Hawaii Marine

W | “MARFORCENT deputy CG visits 3/3” From: Mar 18, 2005
Hawail Marine

X “Spring is in the air” From: Mar 18, 2005
Hawail Marine

Y “3/3 Marines stay on the offensive in Afghanistan”
From: Mar 23, 2005
wiww.usme.mil -

Z “3/3 infantry learn to call, direct close air support”
From: Mar 25, 2005

_ WyWw. usme.mil

AR “Dragon Eye keeps insurgents on the run” From: Apr 15, 2005
Hawaii Marine

BE | “ Jingle all the way’” From: Apr 22, 2005
Hawaii Marine

CC | “Afghan children find friends in Marines” From: Apr 22, 2005
Hawali Marine

Db “Afghans turn IEDs in to authorities” From: Apr 22, 2005
Hawaii Marine

EE | “Battle leaves 23 Afghan insurgents dead” From: May 9, 2005
USA Today

r'E “Two Marines killed in OEF” From: May 13, 2005
Hawaii Marine

GG “Taliban leader joins Afghan forces” From: May 13, 2005
Hawaii Marine

HH | “3/2 honors Kilo warriors” From: May 27, 2005
Hawaii Marine

II “America’s Battalion remembers spirit of brothers”
From: May 27, 2003
Hawaii Marine

JJ | “3/3 returns to Tora Bora for Operation Celtics”

From: Jun 3, 2005
Hawail Marine
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Marines deliver
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at FOB Salerno
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Facing steep hillsides, Marines from india Co., 3rd Bn., 3rd Marine Regiment search house

r
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Korangal Valley last week duting Operation Cornhuskers.

3/3 Marines track down clues,
insurgents in Korangal Valley

By Cpl. Rich Mattingt

Srd Bm.. 3rd Marine Fgt

KOFANGAL VALLEY, Afghanistan - Marines of
Indin Company. 3rd Battabon, 3rd dManne
Regiment, have been operating at the forward
edge of Operaiion Enduring Fresdom, often in
isatated areny where suppost for insurgency
Agpenst the Afghan government and Coabiticsn
Forces remains.

Lazt weelk, Indiz o entersd the Meorangal
Valtey in Konar Province with the musswon (o cap-

terrorisis suspaoted of conduciing

ture or ki
atachs againgt Coalition Forces, whils working
o win over the trust of the local villogess

T pet i

i ence thal leiz us koow where
the bad guys are,” explainsd Znd Lt Eoy

slatoon cemenander, India Co
we get grid locadons, we work with our
5 {0 ghan the best way o go 1 oand get

lev iz infamous for oty dnac

DOCUMENTS, ITEM A,

cepuibility and the numercus defeats the
Russisns suffered. there during ther ifl-fated
campaign o tontrof Adgheeustos.,
After wertiwally inzerting in CH-47 Chinock
Lcopiers. India Co. set into blocking positnns
ong the roads and maneuwvered inte thew post-
OIS

“The hest way 1o come i 8 o foof or by air”
said Bechtokd. "We have to leave a3 small a sig-
nature as pestivle i erder to not spook the guys
wers loolung for iifo ruaning. I vou come § 1
vetdoles. theyil e long gone belore vou Bave &
chanes

Bechtold adradtied that M he gast
nave had dificulny getting & lages sympa-
thetin 1o Ann-Conlition Forees without havmg the
targste fles ’

Cmee in piace, the magsiwon of india Co, evelied
o house-by-house searches s@ the clock started
tcking on how long the Marines had uns

oo
b

0

™RE

See “Korangal” page 4

PICTURE 1



KOrangal from page 1

unkkely that thewr targets remsmed.
Up and down the bhafls and rocky facey
that double as pafhs between the wnposs:-

: oi the valley, the
ar Manonasl Army
= efders, shoni:

Marines and thewr !
counmrpasts alived to v

B
hands and searched houses Fom g 1o

bottom
T all

Cpé i sty

Marines take a security posture as an Army CH47 Chinook helicopter leaves the
landing zone they were inserted into during operations in the Korangal Valley.
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id Szt Shawn K an aciin
ast 1o India (oo You cant slap aory-

t could be that cne cache or

guy you miss that could he

imnprovised explosive davice smplacemment

or attack on Coaision Forogs.”

trndia 0. tiveriese paid off on the

second 5 &5 Lance Cpl
Sean Checoursey, rifleman rom
Jaglstnyilie, Fla,, o &l
opening finor ind a cache of

weapont and aramuntion hidden under a
pile of hay

L found the AR and srrrouniton,”
sud Diecoursey, modest abou the fnd 71
atmest didnt loek snothat hale ether - 18
woked hke marbe it only went back abou
two or three feet untll crawled in there!

With the discovery of thy weapons, the
Marines helg one Afphan men for ques
mg confiscating bis dlegal weapons
ammunition. Their find was o geod one
Sfter being guestioned, the man noamed
several other ant-Coalition militants oper-
ating m the area which put Indis Jo. night
vack to work m the viliages.

"It fesls raally good o be here and to be
getting something der said Decoursey,
who kag been in the Manne Corps past aver
a year. "t fesis lke were really making &
difference when e can catch ong of thern”

i

PICTURE 2

USMC Commandant visits Marines in Afghanistan

By Cpl. Rich Mattingly
Srd e drd Marine Fep

CAMP ELESSING, Afghamisten - The
33rd Commandant of the Marmes Corps
and the Ssrgeant Major of the Marne

Corgs visited the KMarines and Sailors of

3rd Battalion, 3rd Marnnes Regirment
operating in supgport of Operation
Enduring  Freedom  just belore
Chrizsimas.

Ger:. Michael Hagee znd Spt Mag
John Egtrada congrstuiated the iroops
ior their dedication to duty at ths for-
ward edge of the battle ares,

“tThe Americars people know what g
good job vou'rs doing hers,” said Hagee,
hands on his hips surveying the crowd.
“And we know what a pood job you're
doing here, oo

Estrada echoed the sentiments of the
commandant and assured the troops
that they were making a difference by

Subj:

SUPPORTING DCCUMENTS,

keing 1% the fghs.

“Sray vigidant. You're deoing imgortant
things here and you must slways
remember that you are 2 Manne” sa:d
Esirada

The seniar enhsted man and the com-
mandant thee ook questions feom the
gathered Merines and Ballors who wers
aager o ask sbout future deployments,
even sz they were still in the firsy few

months of thesr current deployment.
"It waz sting to get ic see the com-
mandant d sergeant meajor’ sad

Lance Cpl. Tim Davie, nflemarn with
Imdia Cormpa Srd Ba.. 3rd Marnnes.
“We asked him about marbe going to
Iraq. A lot of guys are :interested n goingy
where a ot of cur fnends have gone.”
After answerning the Marnnes gues-
twns and passing out coins. the heads
ol the Manne Corps ook fume o iake
pictares with all of the Manizes,
“Meeting the ‘'boss got me tot

ITEM B,

86

purmped up, said Lance Cpl James
O'Brien, wam leager with Indiz Co
“Getting to meet him befors we went out
ffor epsrations] in the Korangal Valley
was motivating.”

. RO MG
Comumandant of the Marine Corps Gesn.
#tichae! Hagee thanks service members
for their efforts in the Global War on

Terrorismy

PICTURE 1



Marines deliver school supphes in Nangalam

By § Rbk Mtngly

3rd Br., 3rd Marine FEgt

HANGALAM, Afghamustan -
WMarines from 3rd Battabon,
Zrd Marine Rogiment manmang
& baxe along the Palustan bor-
began & compaign

[*B

1 distmbute  much-needed
school supplies to the children

of Nagaiam i Kunar Brovinge,

c I

SuET

and
distribu

have the supph
we g0

explained Spc. Chrs h.ll an

from Fh‘lhde.wh n who has
pesn  attached 1o India

Camp:vw

e coupling of Marine and
Army personinel khas been
effective in  realizing  the
humesrsiarien porticn: of the

Marines  surrent misson e
stanize and support the deme
soratic ROVELTIAGHT of
Afghanistan

“Ha oa mvl eifars
Soldier us haz added
anothsr ff;\f us to interact

with the ocal popudace. & way
to provide something to them
el would otherwise he nfrd
for ug” sad Gunoery
Jossph Yantosoa, & logstics
chiel and wmformation opara-

Subi
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Guanery Sgt. Joseph Yantosca, Camp Blessing Iog!siécs 4 !ef
atd infaration operations officer, passes out schaool bags
ami supp!aes to chitdren in Magatam, Afghanistan.

fiNg @ EuUre-
ly combat-oriented mission

posture, Amterica’s Bartadion
has become muili-faczied

1 appreach 10 mE seougiTy
d  suppor?  missien i
hanistan, By winsung

hearts &
adags goes,

minds,” as fhe
the Mannes andg

Spilors mre able o undercur

{&m&ntﬂg .:UPFD‘l for wisur-
g2ncy in an  arem  whers

antacks on Coalition
are not infrequant.
“When you siart helpmg

Forops

thes, £ us
ErFE Car
divectiy see the benefit of

workang with us when we can

ITEM C PICTURE 1

g7

hand them supplies their chii-
dren nsed.”

"Youve got 1o be able 1o g
the senpr,” shared Yanioscm
"Onz minuts VourE oz o4
patrol, the next minule youre
out sched supplies.”

trip weels tz 4
in Nangalam, £ and
razged olt bosik
ull of pens and pencils
sotepads to school chil-

dren who approas
southern Afghanisten aak for
1 REns,

Thanks 1o donedans, ths
Marines can stert o provide
these supplies on a re
bams as Afghanistan
struggles oo racover economid
cally

¥antosca says the school
supplies donation goss deepet
1 just helping Adghan cial-
dren for the chort term,

"Thesze childres ara th
of president Karzais
J saud Yantosca while

™

f—uture
countyy

distributing kool Tags.
“Budding a relationship with
rde in this way means

o

hat as they get older, the rels-
tionship can be one of mutual
respeot,”




3/3 Marines train with Afghan Security Forces

By Cpl. Rich Mattingly
Jrd Br., Jed Manine Egz

KUNAR PRGVINCE,
Afghandsran - The Marines and
! merina's Bartalion,”
3rd  Battslion, 3rd Marine
it nave heen framnug
sid i

\ & Aghan
curitty Forces noar  the
sleistan  border  sinee  ths
trakion arrived i

gheenstan early last month,

Iix the northern provmas of
Kunar, Indiza Co.. 373 has
tadien: contro email forward
oparating base in the hesrt of

the Hindu Eush mouniaon
range. The Merines efforts

there have focused on prepar-
g Afghsn Forces, empioved by
the Coabtion, to take an even
iarzer role m the protection of
their country from iis enemies
w the form of Al Qaeda and
remnants of the Taliban,

“Take & 5 yeils Manns

Zad Lt. Gary Bechtold of Graen
Brocl, M.J., to lus pupls, a
group of A3F soldiers quickly

springing  inte  the Marine
Corps Martiel Aris Program's
“basic warners stance” next to
the concertina wire perimeter of
Cemp Biessing

Bechold, & gresn-belt mar-
sl arts ingtructor, has boen
training the ASF soldiers hving
and worlong with the Marines
m MCMAF for about a mos
The Marines hope {o have thewr
Afghan counterparis ian-be

quaiified soon, the first level of
the Marines' mived martial arts
DEGEIAT,

: o2’ T
Cpi James Rogers, plawon commander of the Afghan

Security Forces and India Co.

squad feader reminds one of his

ASF Soldiers to always be ready to block and react.

Weve heen working with
the ASE spidiers to train them
i eailitesy

v operationg in urbar
terrain, paireiling and
MCRAR” sadd Bechiold. "We'rs
teachung them our leadership

tracte ol cors values moaddi-
tom to sume of our basic fght-

i

20d Lt Gary Roy Bechtold drills Afghan Security Forces
Soldiers in the Marine Corps Martial Aris Program.

Subi:
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ing siifle. v the same traaning
Marines gat,” he conginued

White the Marine martizl
arts insiructor and platoon
commandsar was putiing his
eager pumls through vedy-
hardeng  deills and basio
WORAP movement siulls, other
Marines were sithiznig side-by-
sithe with therr Afphan counmes-
parts 1 Camp Blessing's foru-
fied outposis.

We try to abw have an
eouzl zaumber of Mannes and
A5F soliers on post and with
ws on patrol” tained Ist
Jusis Zellman, India Co. 23
uzive officer, from MNewark, Del

Bellmnan says that with over
00 &5F soldiers currenly sta-
at Camp Hlessing o
condi-
g be berter for
positioning the Afghan forces io
teke presty repponsimlity for
wroviding secunty for local
Afghant.

ITEM D, PICTURE
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Yoy of them have
Theyve had brothers b
veen  wyured  themess
vecsuse of them
courage to werk with us o
fighting the anti-Afghan forces,
said  Bellman., “What we've
iearred fram the ASF i that
people really do want peace in
s area, and they're wiling to
belp them schieve thair

goals

With the ASTF swuads now
divided ate Manme-H¥e ranks
with Maring squad leaders

cverseeing their trarung and
employment, the commanders

of India Co. are alse pleased
with heow their noncommis-
sioried offzcers have stepped up
to the challenge of integrating
with the Afzhans.

“Wewve bren domng a left-seat.
right-geat with them since we
g0t hers” expluned Bechiold

" job hias been easy: 1its the

FOOs who have really run with
it They're 'slone and unsdraid’
here. The corporals and ser-
geants have taken ownership of
their syquads a fot mose than
we were doing stardard pla-
toon.oparanons,” he ade

The Marinss say theilr time
with the A5F hes also been eye-
cpening on many lwels. On
convave and on pairal, the
afghan forces have proven
adeqt and sklhd waog
the Marines have been sur-
prised by how perceptive the
phar Security Foroes are o
subtle changes m ther sur-

il

roundings, changes which
could  have b koshile
threats.

Gz second, theyil be

srroinag sl Impghing, and the
next theydl be simed in, deadly
serious,” explnined Lance Cpl
Tim Davis, Indla Co. riflezsn
from Enfield. Conn, “Theyve
pot this sixth seanse abowt
ther 've locled where they'ra
giming i, and even with my
Optics I Can sEe WARL they Just
hnow & oui there "

"They'rs the Mot eourtesus
ple Ive ever met” Ds
continued. "We've scen nothing
but the good side of the Alshan
people by working with them.”

[



You've got mail
America's Battalion makes it mail call to mail call

By Cpl. Rich Mattingly

3rd Ban., Jrd Merne Bzt

BAGRAM AIRFIELD,
Afghanistan - Even as their
[SIMan SECrE i

tagk  of  securing

ustan, the Masimes and
Saftors of 3rd Battalion, 3rd
Marina Fegumsnt have found
urances that 2 goes
on” back home te be increas-
smporiant during the
day sesson.

“With beng hali a worid
awey from famly and loved
ones, and al what ssems to be
the furthest edge of the battle
arsa, mall for the platoon s &
driving force,” explained Stafd
gr. Timothy Ledbetter, pla-
won sergeant with Indis Oo
3/3 during & recent matl drop
1o Camp Blessing, It greaty

improves morale and i brings
a litte bt of home to the
Letters from home are a

time-tested tragitron when it
comaEs 10 Amencan service
men and wormen deploved o
combat zones. Even with the
modern jfechnology thal allows
deployed troows to make satel-
ite phone calls and, more
effenn than not, acoess to e-

Cpl. Fich Mabigy
With up to 70 bags of mall a
day, Pfc. Matt Cole stays
husy sorting out America's
Battalion mailroom.

Subij:

Tyl Fan

Marine Plc. Matt Cole, administrative clerk with Headguariers and Service Co., Jed Battation,
Jrd Marine Regiment, faced & mountain of mall every day during the holiday season.

muil and other instant-gratifi-
cation ferms of cormunica-
ton, the Marines of Amerioa's
Sattalion said aothing bexte &
hand-written letter.

Marmnes af even America’s
Battalion's farthest cutlying
posts  recently recerved &
much-needed Lft when el
arrived  just m  time  for
Chirstrmas

it bnngs the morsle isvel
up bigtime whenever a brd
comss &nd drops off mail for
uz,” said Lance C Leaxis
Mg, & soeul ohaerver for
India Co., 3/3

Madl heading for the large
arga America’s Bamaion cur-
rently  cowers i sasiern
Afghamstan funnels through
Bagram Jforfeld, where Pfe
att Cole from Comcord, MO,
adminisrratsve clerk, handles
well over a thousand pieces af
gl asch weel, Cole seys that
the mail keeps him very busy
sepacially ag bohday packag
il his “meail hoscht te the
rafters

‘I'm doing my job as fast as
I can becauze | o

Enow

SUPPCORTING DOCUMENTS,
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imporiant gething staff from
home 2" sad Cole who 1s
regponaible for sorting the
mail of well over 1200
Manines, Swalore: snd attach-

ments to the Battahon.

Cole mentionsd that ke hat
also lzarned that mai has a
much higher status as a force-
multipher than ke first unag-
e,

‘A couple of things Ive
lesrned while sorting the mail
iz that Ym not allowed to have
& trash can in the mail room,
iust in case someifing wers to
get thrown away accrdanially,
and Ive learned that no one,
not even e four-star general
can bump mail off of 2 fifght to
ane of our bages,” said Jola

Latters and packages can
wake up to & montk to reach
deploved Marines and Baiors
in Afghanietan, bat the lensth
of time just mai it that
much more worthwhile when
1t AXTIVES

“supplies, food, candy, any-
thainig we ¢an't get here s
always great W get in the
mail.” added Thrig "No matter

PICTURE

Lo

how long it tales 1o get here, &
shows ug that people support
us.”

And it's not jusi Fsende and

famiiies that have been sup-
porting the deployed Hawai

warines. Thanks w web sites
itke wory anysoidier oo
www adoptaplatoon.com and
www. adeptagniper com,
Americe's Battalion's roops
have gotten some extra atten-
il

"1 signed up my sguad to
retpive cers packages on the
internet sz we've gotten del
uged with el sald Lance
Cpl Tun Davig, Dndin Coo fire
tgam leader froms Enfisld,
Conn. “It's awesome to gat that
jting of suppors when we can’t
ugually get a lot of thangs hers
that they send to us.

High on the Hat of “must-
haves” for Mannses and Balos
were paby wipes, foor powder
and sry resding material

informed even when deg
hail = world away.



Marine Snipers Disrupt Insurgent Activity in
Afghanistan

Submitted by: American Forces Press Service

Story Identification #: 260515145139

Story hy Cpl. Rich Mattingly

KONAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan (Jan. 4, 2005) -- In the
difficult terrain of Afghanistan's Hindu Kush Mountains,
troop movement can be slow and tedicus. Often, Marine
companies break operations down to platoon and sguad
elements to locate and close with the enemy.

Since anti-coalition militants are usually well-versed on
evasion tactics in the mountains, the snipers of 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Marines, give commanders the ability to
"reach out and touch someone.™

"We've been operating in the Korangal valley for about a
month now," said Znd Lt. Roy Bechtold, a platoon commander
with the battalion's Company I. "Our missions have been to
disrupt activity and harass the (anti-coalition militants).
We've been leaving as small a signature as possible for
these missions, and the sniper teams are a large part of
making that happen.”

The high altitudes of the Hindu Kush mountain range and the
wildly fluctuating temperatures of eastern Afghanistan make
shooting at long distances challenging, especially when the
target is moving.

"Because of the cold, the round tends to drop a certain
amount over long distances," explained Sgt. Tucker Stokely
on the considerations he and his spotter have to take into
account before firing. "The elevation, thinning air and
angle of the shot also have a lot to do with how the round
will travel through the air."

With aid from his observer, Lance Cpl. Matt Brinker,
Stokely salid he was able to sight in-and take the
challenging shot. The sniper said the key to an effective,
well-aimed shot is patience and having faith in your
observer.

"You also have to be ready to adjust and take that second
shot 1f you nsed to. You heve to stay focused and not get



frustrated or lose your patience," he added.

The M-40A3 sniper rifle Stokely uses 1in the field is known
as a "minute of angle" weapcn. Every 100 yards out, the
shcoter must compensate an inch to hit the same target.

Working in tandem with an observer, Marine Corps scout
snipers are trained to guickly determine distances to
various points in their field cof fire and calculate the
proper "degpe," or rifle calibration, to accurately engage
targets at those locations.

"It requires a lot of waiting,"™ said Stckely. "Ninety-five
percent of the time we don't see anything, but we try and

prepare for everything."

(Marine Cpl. Rich Mattingly i1s assigned to 3rd Battalion,
3rd Marine Regiment.)

-30-

Photos included with story:

Entry nof found in index
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Commandant, Sergeant Major visit Marines in
Afghanistan

Submitted by: Combined Joint Task Force - 76
Story Identification #: 20051515134

Story by Cpl. Rich Mattingly

KUNAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan (Jan. 5, 2005) -- The 33rd
Commandant of the Marine Corps and the Sergeant Major of
the Marine Corps visgited the Marines and Sailors of 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment deploved in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom just before Christmas.

General Michael Hzgee and Sgt. Maj. John Estrada
conagratulated the trcoops for their dedication to duty at
the forward edge of the bhattle aresa.

o

The American people know what a good job you’ re delng

21
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here,” said Hagee, hands on his hips surveving the crowd.
“&and we know what a good +dob you’re doing here, too.”

Estrada echoed the sentiments of the commandant and assured
the troops that they were making a difference by being in
the fight.

“Stay vigilant. You're doing important things here and you
must always remember that you are a Marine,” said Estrada.

The commandant and the senicr enlisted man then took
questions from the gathered service members who were eager
to ask about future deployments, even as they were still in
the first few months of their current deployment.

"It was exclting to get to see the commandant and sergeant
major” saild Lance Cpl. Tim Davis, rifleman with India
Company, 3rd Bn., 3rd Marines., “We asked him about maybe
going to Irag. A lot of guys are interested in going where
a lot of our friends have gone.”

After answering questions and passing out coins, the heads
of the Marine Corps took time to take pictures with all of
the Marines.

“Meeting the ‘boss’ got me totally pumped up,” sald Lance
Cpl. James O'Brien, team leader with India Co. “Getting toc
meet him before we went out {[for operations] in the
Korangal Valley was motivating.”

—30-
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Photos included with story:

KUNAR PROVINCE, Afcghanistan--
Commandant of the Marine Corps
Michael Hagee thanked service
members for thelr efforts in
the Global War on Terrorism in
the foothills of the Hindu Kush
mountains as Marines, Sallors,
Soldiers and Afghan Security
Forces look on. Photo by: Cpl.
Rich Mattingly
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KUNAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan--
Sergeant Maj. of the Marine
Ceorps John Estrada addresses
the Marines, Soldiers and
Afghan Security Forces
operating cut of Camp EBlessing
in the Kunar Province of
Afghanistan. The head enlisted
man of the Marine Corps said he
was thrilled to have the
opportunity to spend time with
America’s Battalion while they
were forward deployed. Phoilo
by: Cpl. Rich Mattingly

KUNAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan—-
Commandant of the Marine Corps
Michael Hagee and Sgt. Maj. of
the Marine Corps John Estrada
address the Marines, Soldiers
and Afghan Security Forces
operating cut of Camp Blessing
f in the Kunar Province of
Afghanistan. Camp Blessing is a
former HIV/AIDS clinic that the
Taliban closed, was later used
by Coalition Special Forces and
iz now home to Marines and
Salilors from America’s
Battalion. Photo by: Cpl. Rich
Mattingly

KUNAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan--
When General Michael Hagee took
his pesition as the 33rd
commandant of the Marine Corps,
he wasn't ready to give just
anyone his coveted four-star
coin. Whenever Hagee visits
gervice members, he glves a few
coins out, but oniy to those
nominated by their company
gunny or lst sgt. At Camp
Blegsing, the commandant gave
out coins to a select few
Marines and Scldiers while
visiting America's Battalion in
Afghnanistan. Phorto by: Cpl.

93



Subj:

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS,

Rich Mattingly

KUNAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan--
Commandant of the Marine Corps
Michael Hagee shows America’s
Battalion just what he thinks
of their efforts in the Global
War on Terrorism as Marines,
Satlors, Socldiers and Afghan
Security Forces look on. Photo
by: Cpl. Rich Mattingly
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3/3 repels Christmas Eve ambush

LN

KUNAK PROVINCE, Afghanistan —
Marires and Sailors of India Company, 3rd
Borralion, 3rd Marine Regiment, had an unfo-
gettable holiday, making contact
with  enemy  forces i the
Forangal Valley ec. 23 and ]
again om Christmas Eve,

Coming immediately after a
mission where India Company
had been pursuing insurgents in the ™
valley, the Marines and 3aitors of %
“America’s Battalion” came under small
arms and, rocket-propelled grenade fire in the
mididle of the night.

“fr started during & wateh change.ower, so
mest of us were awake” sajd Navy Seaman
lonathon Seaux, hospital corpsman with
india Compsny frem Abheville, Ls. 71
cheeled on my Marings to make soee every-
one was okay, and then 1 just did the first
thing | thought to-do: pick up the squad auto-
matic weapen next o and stant fickng
back.”

Seaux didat even notice the

762 mm

Sgt. Jason Burch displays his M-16A4 rifles front s

enemy round during an anbish Dec, 24,

. Sub7j:
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reund thet lodged o his body srmor just
above his heart until the next day.

L gueess o just lucky” said Seaux, prouds
v displaying the SAPI plate with a hole frem
which e had extracted 2 mund. "Better me
thain one of my Marines,” sdded the cogps-
man, whao helped bandage another Marine’s

' bullet wound the very next day

After Laking five for a sofid 20 minutes,
the Marines sent the enemy packing for
Sihe night with deadly accurate 60mm
* high-explosive motar bursts

With one squad running low on ammuni-
tion after the firefight, another squad made a
night movement of more thaa 1,300 meters
to muake sure their BHow Marimes had back-
s

hey dido't complain and they didn
stop,” said 2nd LU Pete Ankoey: platoon com-
mander from Colstip, Mont, “They kaew
thew had a job te do”

On Cheistmas Eve, " India  Compuany's
Combined Anti-Armor Feam went to retrieve
the Marines whe were maintaining an over
watch pesition in the Korangal Val After
extracting the Marines, theyr got their own
tagte of action i an ambush by heavilv-armed

forces  using  fertified
fighting positions

“We  heard  muted
gunfire, RFGs exploding
and the sound of rounds
hitting the tiacks,” <aid
- Marine Cpl. Josh
Busgbocher,  machine-
gunner from Lima. Ohio.
“That lasted for mavhe
half of 2 second and then
you condd hear every sin-
gle gun in the convoy
open ufn Everyone just
reacred with thelr train-
ing.”

Ciher
Buggbacher, a machioe
gunner, calmly heiped
fix a jommed ME-19
autenmatic grenads
lsuncher while rourds
were impacting around

Marines said

Cpl Rich Mattingy
ars past, hit by an
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him.

The ambush was & well-planned attack,
aceneding to CAAT platoon commander, it
Lt Jonathan Frangakis. The Beile Meade, NJ.,
mative said the enemy had s pile of rodks
marking the start of the kill zone

*We thought at fisst it was an improvised
explosive device, but they knew bow many
vehicles we had, and as soon #s the Rest vehi-
cle got near the marker, they opened up on
us,” Frangakis said.

For several Marines, it was their second fire-
figlst within fust a few hos.

*1 heard the rounds impacting,” saic Lange
~pl Daniel AMieei, mochinegunner from
Syracuse, MY, 1 just thought, Here we go
again',” he said as he cleaned his weapon after
retigning w Asadabad with his squad.

The Marines assaubied through to the vil-
lage where much of the fire had originated.

Another close call to complement Seaux’s
was the shot-thiough front site post of Sgi
Purchs M-16A4  riffe. Burch, a
Deerdodge, Mont, native said he didn’t even
netice the damage to his rifle as he continued
to reguen fire on the enemy’s position,

It wasnt the start to the helidays the
Marines maybe had hoped for, but according
tir what one Masine had seen on the popular
television show “Mail Cali™ hosted by famous
Maring R Lee Eroney, it seemnd to be tradition,

#Refore it staried, we had just been talking
ahout hen | had seen that 33 got attacked on
Christmas Eve in Vietnam and repelled zn
enemy  assaull,” said Lance Cpl. Ryen
Archambean, assaultman and MK-19 gunnes,
from Wawneshora, Pa.

As dawn broke on Cheistmas morning, the
Marines and Sailors foined together in giving
thanks for thelr good fortune that no one was
seriously injused in the firefights. Aler Bolis
day services, the Marines retuined o their
hase of operations i the Kunar Provines
where, to the man, the Marines broke out
cleaning gear and busted the carbon off of
their weapons before heading to Christmas
chinw,

“There isn’t anyone I'd rather have spent
the holidays with,” said Archambeau.  “This
was the best Christmas Pve ever had.”

"

PICTURE 1




Photos included with story: usmc.mil

Navy Seaman Jonathon Seaux, a hospital corpsman with
India Co., 3rd Bn., 3rd Marines, displays the SAPI plate
from his beody armor with a hole from which he had
extracted a round following a firefight Dec. Z3. Photo
by: Cpl. Rich Mattingly

Sgt. Jason Burch’s displays his M1l6 A4 rifle that had an
enemy round hit the front sight post during an ambush
Dec. 24, Burch, a Deerlodge, Mont., native said he
didn’t even notice the damage to his rifle as he
continued to return fire on the enemy’s position. Photo
by: Cpl. Rich Mattingly
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Interpreters aid America's Battalion in War on Terrorism

By Cpl. Rich Mattingly

rinz Bt

Afghantstan - The author Pal o
May once said,
‘Comuunicanion ads 1o co

understanding  az
mutual waluing’

I easter
where muatual
and COmMIMUMELATION

Afghanistan,
nderstanding
betwean

vastly different culiures is the
cornersione  of  Cparation

Enduring  Freedom the
Martnes of 3rif Battaiion, Srd
Maring Pegiment are making
sure thar they are zble w
Lridge the lingual end cultursl
barriers berweer Afghans and

Marines with & new brsed of
“warrine-titerpreters.”
W skilled inter-pretﬁrs

embedded with platoons they
cperate with, Marines e
been able to not ooy increas
the effectiveness of ther work
with the Afghan National
Army, bt have also dramat-
caliy e-{}:aﬂ:ﬁra thewr abthity to
iccate and cisse with the
EMEMmy in mlany sress when
tmight other
hesitant o cooperate with
Marines for fsar of repercus-
from  Anti-Coalition

[3 s

233

o
fyi)

SIOnS
Frrces.
Wadeer, an intergreter with
Afghar Secunty Forces opet-
ating  side-by-mde  with
Amenca’s. Battalion, was just
fntshing his medical schoct
studies when the Taliban took
pcxw—“z SIX YERIS BE0
T was two wealts away from
finding cut the resuits o =Y
finat medical school exams
when evervthing changed,”
sadd the soft-spoken man who
i& now as comfortable \s"ielding
an AK-27 agsault rifle ag
a stethostope.  Before he
could find cut the resulis of
his tests, the Taliban had
overthrown Jalalabad.
“The Taitban didnt
akout  edutation,”  sad
Wadesr 1 was thrown out of
class by a ”Eai:haq—apwrm-‘ed
professer because 1 dad not oue
m ha_h a certain Way.” oon
erpreter in du
ig fluesn

he ix

care

ol ek Mat

Sqt. Shawn Keify squaci leader with India Co., 3rd Bn,, Jrd Marine Ryt speaks with Wadeer, an
interpreter working for America’s Battalion about an unmghorized weapon his squad s&nzed
from a house inthe Korangal Valley.

English and Pashta, the las-
gaage of primerdy used m
America’s Battal
responsiblity. HE0. years
of medical practice addmg to
hig experience and ability
communicate, Wadser brings
5 lof te the fight With his and
the other ix;sefpreters’ keig,
Earings are paining mors
ground than ever on ant-
coshtion forces.
They're our
COMMUNICALNG
nattonals and our Afghan
Sesurity Forces,” aud 2ng Lt
Foy Bechtold, platoon com-
mander with Indiz Co. "Theyll
fight with usg to the death, and
they're extremely protectve of
the Marines,” ssd Bechiold.
Wadesr arrd his feilow inter-
preters are extremely loval w
the Marines they often jmd
themselves ﬁV‘n:r.;f alongei
"Thev are goud prople,” sad

Lifablond  for
with  lacal

Wadser, breaking 1nte an £25Y
smile. 'Th rcm UE A
e were tha zame

zht togather

The general conpensus m
;stan is thet the pres-
& Marings 15 a wel
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s area of

ITEM

o

happy to share that they are
Z"r;fp‘; 0 528 fhﬁ nEw paace
t has been a

the karine

diract remii

Corps’ invplvement mn
Adphanistan.

T ok we 58 A

all happier new,”

expladned
Wadeer. “The most imporiant
thing 2z secunty. There used

1o ke these lwal comemanders
and no one had freedom” he
niinued, referring to wribal
warlords whe abused the land
and its people, allowing terrer-
ism 1o spread b
Coalitior. overthrew  the
Ieﬂlﬁb" .
How we Lve egual now
thers is a chance for us o live
free and  have a  free
A.fgha.n.a:zm' he added,
Wadser plans on returning
w the ms:iicaf fisld one day.

va the

but for now, he fesls his place

s with ‘:E;e AZF snd the

Marines of Americs’s
Battalion. fghung for

contniry. With it econormy gtill
recovenng from the fstlout of
decades of internal sinfe
Wadeer oozt oalee emrn more

PICTURE

1,

For Afghanistan {o recover
and completaly remove the
stigma that terrorists have
proughs to the war-torn cotzn-
try, the mterpreter says that i@
ig imperative that Amencans

fmith in hic people.

‘T ihink 15 necessary for
wines 1o stay hers,” he

The sifuation 15 still

the ¥
shared.
critical
Many  Adghans  share
Wadeers With only
about 20,000 Afghan Nauoned

VIEW,

Army troops currently recrudd-
ed out of the 70000 the
Afghae government gavs they
hope to eventually have,
Coalition Foress mast st
pear the Brunt of security and

ability  operatlons in
Afghanistan.

"The Marines help us t

make our FOVEITIENENT More

P so tha= we cen talke

care uz' the terronsts our-
e Wadeer

help of Wadesr

tighan  Security
Fuorces az well as the entire

Jaint Task Foroe aps

-Jvham;t»
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Marines stand at the sign for Camp Krulak, which is named
in honor of & fetmer comurander of Litna Compaiy; 343,
who fater became Commanitbant of #ve Marine Corps.

3/3 honors
battalion
alumnus

CAMP KRULAK, Afghaaniston — Lima Company,
3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regimend, recently dubbed its
new home s Afghanistan *Camp Erulak” after the man
whe not only onee led the Marine Corps, but was also
onde the Lima Company commander as well as the Bat-
talion commandsr who first gave “Amertca’s Battalion”™
i name.

However, being the most well-known battalion
alumierss was not the deciding factor i namiag Camp
Krulak afrer thie 315t Commandant of the Marine Coaps,
retived General Charles . Krolak, as Capt. Eric Kelly,
Lima Company commmander, explained.

*Force Limy has a proud legacy,” said Kelly., “As we
lesok back on the history of Lima, there are a nuasber of
Marines and Sailoes who have stood up and answered
the call, General Erolal epitomizes the spirit and iradi-
tion we want to keep alive”

Eelly went on to say that it was Krulak's bravery anad
devotion to dury wunder fire that made his name a clear
cholce Lo associate with Force Limma’s currert role in
Operation Enduring Freedom.

Erulak joins Navy Cross recipient setired Col. Jobhn
W. Ripley, the hero of Dong Ha bridge in Vietnam, a5 a
Lima Company, America® Battalion alumnus with an
operating base named in his hanes. Rigley was honared
by the 22nd Marne Expeditionary Unit Tast May when
it founded *Camp Riglev” in southern Afghanistan.

“Americas Battalion is fortunate to hiave a history of

See

MP A-6
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CAME From A-1

superh company coninanders, particula
by duging the war in Vietnam,” sad Lt
Col. Nom Cooling, 3sd Battalion, 3rd
Marine Regiment, commanding officer,
“That is  especially  true  in Lims
Company’s case. Not many companies in
the Marine Corps can claim both s Navy
Cross winnar and g Silver Nrar winner
who  went  on te become the
Commandant,” explained Cooling. 1
have boen fortunate to serve with both
Colonel Ripley annd General Frulak, Most
of us who decided to make the Corps our
career hope that we can one day claim
that we conteibuted half as much as
eithier of those two men wr our Corps and
our Nation. § can also assure you that this
battalion's company commanders today,
here in Afghanistan, are living up tor the
legacy set by their forebearers. They are
superh.”

At the entrance to Camp Kralsk is a
sign board where Lima Company Marines

Subj:
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and hailess can keep updared on the latest
America’s  Battalion  news.  General
Frulalts Silver Star citation i3 alve posted
there so Lima Company can learn about
their company history in Vietnam.

Accarding to the official «itation,
Goneral Bmalak was awarded the Silver
Star, one of America’s highest battlefield
honors, for his actions during operations
west of Con Thien o Vietnam,

Iz June of 2969, Knuilak was mstrumen-
tal i saving his company from an enemy
mostar assaedt when he skillfally maney.
vered his troops away from danger and
called in accurate ale strikes and actilleey
while expesing himself to enemy fire.
Then, refusing to be evacuated despite his
woands, e sent biis toops to attack and
subsequently defeat the snemy force that
had been attacking them,  Caly after
movizg his men toa new pateal base did
hz aflow himself to be evacuated the next
OOFRing.

“All the platoon sergeants and com-
manders thooght “Camp Krulak™ would

ITEM J,
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be the most fitting,” soid Cpl Josh
Wartchew, lraining noacommissioned
officer with  Lima  Company  from
Dioylestown, Fa. “We've pat kot of work
inte the camp, and the Marines ke a ot
of extra pride knowing that we named it
after ane of our own,” he continued.

The Marines of Foree Lima have roobed
the “hooches,” or living quarters, they
inherited from 3ed Battalion, 6th Marine
Regiment, in the camp. “Ts beginsing to
feel not quite like home, but definitely a
plage we ook forward to coming hack to
after geing out on missions,” said
Wastchosy,

With its hot chow, warm buikdings and
the ahititv 1o send cmail home, Camp
ilak is @ welcome respite for a compa-
ny which keeps more than haif its
strength continuousty “outside the wie”
on patrol in the villages and mountains
of Afghanistan.

Force Lima continues o operate in
support ef Operatien Enduring Freedom
as part of Combined Jolnt Task Force 76,

PICTURE 2



3/3 gains another ally in OEF
S0 ritted lw: Combined Joint Task Fore
- T8

JALALABAD, Afghanistan (Jan. 21,
2005) - The Marines of 3rd Batialion, Zrd
Marines, gaingd 3 new partner in
Afghanistan as the 22rd Kandag, or
batialion, of the Afghan National Army
assumed asthority in Jaialabad.

The Kantak, who's soldiers recently
o T graduated from the Kabd Military Traiving
Acadeny, wels walcomed o the fight by 3rd Br. a1 a transfer of autharity ceremany held fast week,

?hﬂ Afghan Nationai Army plays a oritical sobe in protecting and promoting the Afghan democracy "

aid Lt. Col. Norm Cooling, commanding officer, 3rd 8a., 3rd Marines. "The Marines of Amarica's
Ezatta,léfm will continue to work closely with Afghan foroes to improve their training as well as work side
ry side with the ANA to provide security for the Afchan peopla”

The Kandaks have besn supperting the Marine mission in Afphanistan with the help of the Amwy's
Embedded Training Teams who liaison betwean the Marines ang Afghan forces.

“We're & 14-man team who cogch, mentor and frain e leadership of a Kandak,” said Army W3], Dave
Wesnar, dﬂpww feam chief, 23rd Kangak ETT. “Ina garmizon envinonmeni we direct formal classes, and
during misslons we act more as combad advisors as well 3s go-betwaens ff the ANA and Coalition
forces ™

Marines have had many positive sxperiences mﬁ(ing with dedicatad Afghan forces. The 342 Kandak,
which the 23rd repiaced, was looked upon highly by the Marines who operated side-by-side with
soidisrs

“The Kandak is an outstanding und and i has been an honor to work with them,” explained 1sf L1,
John-Paul Sienicki, L Platoon commander. “They have been vital in hefping us ﬂavfslcx;} a positive
reiationship with the Afghan people

The 33 Kandak is a designated armor unit, but were deptoyed o Jalalabad as an infantry unft for the
Fresidential election. As they return to Pol-E-Charki, near Kabul, they wil underge drmor refresher
training then return 1o belng pari of the quick reaction force for the nation, ready to he deployved as an
armar unit ag naeded

Made up of a diverse mix of ethnicities and tribes frans around the country, the Kandaks are widely
viewed by Alghans as a source of nationa) pride. In this diverse emdronment where ethinic fensions st
divida pants of the country, the Kandaks are 3 unifying and stedilizing farce for the Afghan people, saig
Yespear

“Tha Kandaks are tha future of Afghanistan,” ha sald. “For many F'Of:}lﬂ they are ihe most vigihle
manifestation of the central governmeant. Because of their multi-ethnic compasition, they're seen g fair
hrokers of ths peace”

€

yvesper related that when the ANA first hegan to operate amund Afoghanistan, they were not trusted by
the Afghan Miliz Forces who were the remnanis of the warlords’ militias who had foucht the Taliban
aginme.



“To the miftia guys. the ANA were st znother group of guys with Axs” explained Vaesper, “Wahin two
maonths, the ANA had the AMF tuming in theair weapons and explosives voluntarily. The ANA has il
that trust.”

The ANA also provides an Afghan face 1o the government a
harg, For the Marnes, working with the Kandak further dema
thir nyission 15 for the greater good of the country.

io the new peace Hhal s deing huit
rates 1o the people of Afghanistan that

“Poople sze their own government hafping them, not just other nations, and that's very important to the
davelopment of Afghan salf-government,” said Vespear.

“The Kandak soidisrs clearfy wan! 1o serve their nation,” atdded Cooling. “That spint of service and
sacrifice iz an indispensable and fundamentsf basis for any democracy”

“The ANA soldisrs are patriolic,” added Sgf. 1st Class Steve Toth, ETT company trainer, “They
agpreciate the sacrifice of the Marnnes and soldiers because if's something they understand. They
desire a peaceful and secure Afghanistan just as we go.”

The transfer of authofity cerermany was marked with spesches by Coaliion and Afghan feadars and 3
traditionat Afchan dinner. The cutgoing Kandak was praised for its hard work and support of the
Marines and Soldiers in Jalalabad, After the posting of fhe Afghan colors, many joinad in {he Afghan
national dance o celebrate e successill ransition betavesn uniis.

-Z0-

Photos included with story:
The 23rd Kandak (Afghan National Anmy Battation), who's Soldiers
recently graduated from the Kabu! Military Trainung Academy, were
welcomed to Jalalabad by America's Battalion at a transfer of authority
ceremany held last wesk. “The Kandak Scidiers cleasly want © serve
their nation,” said Lt. Col. Norm Caooling, commanding officer, 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Marines, "That spirit of service and sacrifice is an
indispensable and fundamental basis for any democracy.” Photo by
Courtesy Photo
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3/3 Marines donate mmuck to

Afghan police

: Submitted by: Combined Joint Task Foree
- 75

Story identification #: 200626323049

Story by Cpl. Rich Mattingly

KUNAR PROVINGE, Afghanistan {Jan.
21, 2005) -- India Company, 3rd Battalion,
-3rd Marine Regiment, has been working
clasely with the Afghan Nationa! Police
hiere i increase their proficiency and
capabiifties.

Receally, the Marines were able o exdend an éxtra hand fo the ANP, donating & new pick-up fruck to
help the piolice perfarm their important missions around the provinece,

“The Atghan Naticnal Police have been outstanding in helping us.” said 1st Lt Justin Belman, India
Co. executive officer, adding, “We're hefe to help them as they work incally o maintain peace ang
provide a secure environment for the citizens of Kunar Provinee”

It thelr new vehicle the ANP can now respond more quickly to reports of ilegal aclivity, such as limbser
smuggling. as well as transport the confiscated weapons cachies they frequently seize.

“it gives them the ability 1o be a quick-reaction force,” explained Belman. “Now, they're able to take
mare responsibility for getting out and accomplishing their mission, and fhey love the truck

[ndia Co. Marines have been training the ANS as well as ofher Afghan forces in setting up “snap”
vehicte and entry control poaints. The Marines have had great success with thelr imprompiu vehicle
searches, and they are working to pass on their teciiniques to the ANP, The Marines, with the
importance they place on attention to detail when searching vehicles and people, have provad o be
aexcelent teachers as well.

"We'll usually have one Marine, one Afghan Police Officer and one Afghan Soldier ail working together
10 search a vehicle when we're out doing 'on the job tralning' with them,” said Bellman. “Iit's been great
practice for them and they're starting to take the mitiative to go out and 9o 1t themselves.”

Besides giving the Alghan Pelice a more visible presence  which has worked 1o bolster thewr atithority
as igw-enforcers, the ANP has been extremely successiul in seizing weapons.

“They've seized RPGs, Improvised expiosive devices, even an REK machine qun,” said Bellman.
“They've been a great ally in the war on terror out here.”

Tre Afghan National Police aleng with olher Government of Afghanistan agencies are continually
assuming more responsibility for the security of the country. The Marines of America’s Batfalion wil
confinue to train with and operate aiongside the ANP ang ANA as part of Cperation Enduring
Freedom.

e
-

Photos included with story;

Marines from 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines pose with Afghan Nationa!
Folice in front of the vehicle America's Battalion donated to them in
Kunar province, Afghanistan. The vehicie will help the ANS hatter
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Cpl, Jtich Mattingly

ot Covraspondant

KONAR PROVINCL,
Afghanistan — In what
proved  to be  America’s
Battalinn's most  successful

seizure of nuunitions and drugs
to date, Force Lima discovered
a large cache of rocket-pro-
pelied grenades and 7.62mm
amumunition, 5 kilos of opium
and wearly 2000 pounds of
hashish in the town of Achin
this week

Cperating with information
from a local sopurce concerning
a possible weapons cachs, 1st
Matoon,  Lima  Company,
swept inte Achin in coordina.
tion with the Afghan National
Army and Afghan National
Folice.  After establishing a
cordon and security with the
Afghan forces, Lima sent in its
Marines to do a detailed search
of the houses where they sus-
pected the weapons were hid-
der.

“We entered the compound
of the thind building and saw
several Afghan women gath-
ered in the comer, standing
next o a large pile of burlap

Subi:
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/3 seizes cach

sacks,” said 1st Lt Michael
Berentson,  lima  executive
officer. "When we checked
ene bag, we discovered itwas
full of hashish,” he continued.
“It dikn't take long to realize
that all of the bags were full of
hashish.  We searched the
house from there and found
more, smaller bags of hash
hidden ali over the place. All
together, we estimate that the
bags equaled a little over THOO

L

pounds in weight.”

The Marines’ find was fur-
ther increased after Lance Cpl.
Justin Raack, one of Lima
Company's attached &lnum
mortaymen, shimmied down &
25-fo0t tunnel to find the tarx
get they were originally look-
ing for, a large cache of RPGs
and 7Z.62mm rounds.  Nearly
every weelk, Lima Company's

See CACHE, A-6

Cpl. #ich Maftingty

Lance Cph Justin Raack, #1mm mortarman attached to Lima
Company, 3/3, prepares o ragpel indo a tuninel where Lima Company
later found a large weapons cache in the lown of Achin.
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CACHE, From A-1

work has taken significant
amounts of arms and ammu-
nition eut of the hands of the
enemy.  Insurgents are well
known to hide weapons and
explogives in cache sites to be
used against Coalitiom and
Afghan government
forces at a later date,

After the successiul
seizure, EVETVOLE
irvolved was thrilled
with the success of the
radd, which again highlight-
ed  America’s  Battalion's
efforts to work dosely with
Afghan forces when conduct-
ing operations.

“The teamwork between
U5 Marines, Afghan soldiers
and the Afghan National
Police is what made this oper.
ationn such a success.” said
Staff Sgt. Vinny Russe, a Lima
Company platoon sergeant.
“Having the ANA and ANP at
the forefront of these opera-
tions lets the Afghan citizens
know that thelr government
s serious about drug eradica-
tion and eliminating sappeort
for teryorists.”

Prrug eradication has, in
fact, become a significant
goal for the Afghan govern-

ment. in his inaugural
speech last montly in Kabul,
Prestdent  Hamid  Karzal
pledged to eliminate what
has been a large source of
income for terrarist groups
operating  in  Afghanistan.
The current Coalition policy
15 that narcotics discovered in
the course of comducting
security  and stohility
operations are  selzed
ard  destroyed by
Afghan forces,
“The Afghan people are
beginning to realize that
poppy cultivation and opium
production 5 destroving
innovent Hves in Afghanistan
amnl arownd the woild,” said
Znd Lt Erik Muniz, 1Tst
Plateon commander.

Afghan forces and 3/3 will
continue to conduct joint
security and support opeta-
tions  throughout  Afghan-
istan. As Afghan military and
palice units hecome increas
ingly capable of addressing
security  challenges,  the
Marines will shift from a pii-
mary to & supporting role,

For the Marines of Zrd
Battalion, 3rd  Marines,
America’s  Battalion, their

ability 1o do that is a measure
of their effectiveness,

FORUM, From A-1

was extremely helpful o her, said Boccl,

“We were able to help this woman by informing her about
the MaotohMail service,” sald Boeci.

Bosw the spouse will be able to send miessages and a pictare
of their ten-month-old son to her hushand, said Bocci.

“hust knowing something like that came of the forum made
the whole night worth it to me.” satd Bocct.

“We didn't really have an idea what to expect going into

last night since it was the first time actually doing this.” said
Boccl, “but the evertt ended up going very well with a preat
turncut.”
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== LETTERS TO

Spousse ashy for discretion

My name is Selene L. Ramsenr
and 1 am a wife of a 3/3 infantry
officer.  As we all know, 373 is cur
rently deploved ta Afghanistan
and 1/3 is deploved to Irag. With
all the changes and danger our
Marines are facing, it's sad when
their brothers in arms are not sup-
portive,

Porecently had an optometry
appointment at the medical clinic
here on Kaneohs, There were a fot
of Marines in the waiting room, so
some had to stand outside in the
hallway.

That morning may have been
the second or third time { had got.
ten to have a conversation with my
husband since he's been over
there. Sure, 1 get eemails all the
timz, but that 20-minmte conversa-
tion put at ease my fears and wor-
ries for him.

T sit there and listen to two
Marizzes discuss 343 and hear one
of them say, “Thev're sitting over
there doing nothing,” broke my
heart. 1 started to think about my
hushand, working 1
Thanksgiving: and probably will
have to work Christmas as well.
There are o 96s for them 1o take.
They den’t have a chance to
lounge at Kahuna’s and play games
there.  With two-thirds of 3rd
Marines serving in support of OIF
ancd OBE to say anvene of them is

Sub:
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just sitting there is an insult. To
say something like that in the
hearing distance of a spouse who
would like nothing more than to
have that service member home
and safe is intolerable,

I am quite swre T ocould have
adddressed that sue with the two
Marines at the time, but | think it
is wmperative for us all to know
that vou never know who is listen-
ing and weards spolen can never be
taken back.

S, tothe twe Marines that were
standing outside of the Optometry
department  Tuesday  merning
arcund @ a.m., yvou did a disservice
to vourselves and vour fellow
Marines. | doulnt vow would have
made the conuments if you knew |
was a 3/3 spouse, but it shouldnt
take for vou to know my affiliation
for you to do the right thing,

We are struggling every day to
deal with the fallout of the war on
terrortsm and while the media s
constantly harping on the geod
arrd bad of the war, we shouldn't
have to hear it from one of our
own.  [just ask evervone to watch
what you say and where vou say it
because you never knoww who is lis-
tenkng.

Sclene Raursenr

Prowedd sponse of

Ist Lo, Nicolas Bomsenr,
vorrroatly deployed witle 373
to Afeheniston

1G5
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L5, Marines comduct 2 motmted patre? in the cobd and siawey weather of the KhowstG

ducting secarity aml stabilization operations in support of Opeeation Enduring Frevdom,

3/3 thwarts off early attack

Stalf Sgt: Bradlcy Rhien

Ciwndied foir Tesd Fome 76

KHOSE PROVINCE, Afghanitton — A single
gunshot shatbersd the waly moming guist fan, 12,

A few msments of silence Fllowed, as heads
spute 1o find put where the shot came from

Then, a Aurey of machinegun fire eropted fuom
a nearby hill.

Within & matter of seconds, Marines from hid

Battafion, 3rd M.
on i attackers

Fer about 20 minutes, the Marines and their
unkoown attackes exchanged fire just outsicle 4
village in northern Khast Frovinee, In the pitch
black of the sasly moening the Matines had only
thi muzzle flashes of the attackers to fire a1,

Pruring the exchange, the attackers fired several
wxcket-propelled grenades, including one that hit
about 10 feet from 4 HMMWY that just monknts

ne Regiment weere returaing fie

Lol famres L Vasbore.

arder Pass i Adghanistan. Marines of the Trd Battalion, Sed Marines, are con-

befure had thuee Mannes degping on the growsd
arouad it

The attackers fleid before Cobra helicopters
arriveld o seene, leaving one Marine with a gusi-
shot wound to his amm. He was evacuated to
Forward Operdting Bass Salerno, where he was
tsealed and refeased to his unit fater in the day.

Lance Cpl Rwam Lane believed there were

See 373, A7
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373, Fromt A-1

between I3 and 20 attackers. An
infantrvman  in Weapons
Company, Lane was manning a
watch point on the hilltop clos-
est to where the attack came
£rom.

“I tried to count how many
flashes there were, but there was
semany b eouldn’t keep track of
them,” Lane said  “One would
pop up, then another one, then
a whele line would just light wp.
Aftey that, my whole squad just
started unloading on them.”

The Marines had arrived at
the location just before sunset
the evening before. It was the
first might of a scheduled four-
day, three-night missica.

Lane, wlie turned 21 years old
on Jan. 12, said he was asleop
when at about 3 am. his sguad
keader jumped on top of him.
He awoke hearing  rounds
impacting around where he was
sfeeping,

At one point during the fire-
fight, two of the attackers moved
closer to the Marines' position
and each fired an RPG, Lane
saie. (e hit the hill below the
Marines'  position,  sending
debris flving, and the other BPG
whizzed overhead.

“That's when we popped [a
flare], and we could sce evervone

up there, You could see every
person that was up on top of
that hill At one point, they
were 5o close that we could see
their faces arxd their litde hats
that they wear”

It remains unelear as to who
the attackers actually were, but
Lane believed it was a well coor-
dirated attack by Anti-Coalition
Militants. He said the Marines
on fire watch could hear them
setting into their positions.

“The way they bad a heavy
machine gun set in, this was
planned out,” Lane sald. “They
were ecither walting for us or
some other Coalition forces to
come in bere. They knew what
they were doing.”

Almost a5 soon as the sun
started to come up, locals from
the wvillage started approaching
the Marines with information.
The Marines spent the majority
of the next three days acting on
this information in an effor? to
find the attackers.

While conducting searches
throughout the village, they
found several weapoas.

The Marines were able te

accomplish all of the mission’s

criginal goals, said Capt. KO
Barr, comunander of Weapons
Comparry. That included setting
up a metlah conference, evaluat-
ing a well construction project

in the village, conducting patrols
with the Afghan National Police,
and following up on some old
intelligence leads.

Barr said bevause of the
attack, he could have searched
any home he wanted 1o in the
village. Instead, he chose to talk
it oout with village elders and
allow them time to solve the
problem,

During  his  dealings  with
lecals following the attack, Barr,
a native of Upper Darby, Pa., said
hie was able to talk from a miore
emotional level.

“t think we shifted [the vil-
lagers” trust] in our direction,”
Barradmitted.

On the last dav of the mis
sion,  villagers handed  the
Marines several weapons, includ-
ing RPG launchers Barr believes
were used in the attack,

Additionally, Bare said the
experienice was beneficial for the
Marines because it served as a
“wake-up call” for the Marnes,
wha arrived in Afghanistan
three months ago.

“Undoubtedty, this flipped on
a whole bunch of light bulbs,
and reminded Marines they can
never et their guard down in
this environment.”

The Marines returned to FOB
Salerno the night of jan. 4
without further incident.
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3/3 trains

Cpl. Rich Mattingly

Conabiat Ooerespomibongt

KONAR PROVINCE,
Afshaniston — “Take a stance!”
yelled  Marine 2nod Lt Gary
Bechipdd to his pupils, a group of
Afghan Security Force saoldiers.
They quickly responded, springing
inte the Marine Corps Martial Arts
Program’s “basic warrior’s stance”
next to the perimeter of their base
cng,

Bechtold and other Marimes and
Satloes of "America’s Battalion,” 31d
Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment
hase heen iraining side-hy-side
with the ASF near the Pakistan bor-
der since the battalion arrived:

In the northern province of
Kenar, Company 1, 3/3, have built
wpr a smial] forward operating base
in the heart of the Hindu Kush
mountain range.  The Marines’
effarts focnsed on preparing Afghan
forces to take on a larger role by the
prowetion of their country from its
enermies — al-Oatda and remnants
of the Taliban.

Bechtold, a geeer-belt martial
arts instructor, has been training
ASF sobdiers whe have been living
and working with the Marines for
agbout a month, The Marines hope
o have their Afghan counterparts
tan-belt qualified, soon The tan
belt is the first fevel of the Marines'
mixed martial arts progran.

“We've been working with the

Subij:
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"pl. Rich Matting
Cpl. James Rogers, Company |, 373
squad leader and platoen conymander
of the Afghan Security Forces, evale-
ates one of his ASF soldier's technique.

ASF soldiers to train them in mili-
tary operations in whan tecrain,
patrodling  and  MCOMAER”  said
Bechtobd. “We're teaching them
otr leadership traits and core val
wes, 111 addition to some of our hasic
fighting skills. It’s the same train-
ing Marines get.*

“We try to always have an eqgual
number of Marines and ASE soldiers
on post arxd with us on patrol,” said
1st Lt. Justinn Bellman, Ca. [ execu-

ITEM Q,

1065

Afghan Forces

tive officer.

Beliman said that there are more
than G0 ASE soldiers currently sta-
tioned at their base camp to aug-
ment his Marines.

“Several of these guys are former
Mujahedeen fighters,  Many of
them have lost family, They've had
brothers Eilled or been injured
themselves because of them having
the courage to work with us in
fighting the anti-Afghan forces,”
said Bellman, “What we've learned
fian the ASF is that people really

- do wanf peace in this aea, and

they're swilling to let us help them
achieve their grals.”

The ASF squads are now divided
inte Marine-like ranks with Marine
squai fraders overseeing their train-
ing. The leaders are pleased with
hiow thizir poncemmissionsd  offi-
cers have stepped up to the chal-
lenge of integrating with the
Afghans.

“We've boen doing a left-seat,
right-sest with them sinoe we gat
here,” said Bechtold, "My job has
been easy. It the NCOs who have
really run with it They'e ‘alons
and unafraid” here, The corporals
and sergeants have taken ownei-
ship of theiy squads 2 lot more than
if we were doing standard platoon
operations.”

Thie Masines said their tine with
the ASF has also been eye opening

See 3/3, A-5
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an many levels. On convoys
and on patrol, the Afghan
forces have praven adept and
skiflful.

The Marines said that they
have been surprised by how
perceptive the ASF are. They
are able to detect subtle
changes in thelr surround-
ings, changes that could
have been hostife threats,
The ASF aren't just keen bat-
tle-tested fighters, though

“They're the most courte.
ous people P've ever met,”
said Davis.  *We've seen
nothing but the good side of
the Afghan people by work
ing with them.”
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Hawai Marines take fight to
enemy i1 Afghanistan

mountans

Submitted by Combined Joint Task Force
-5

Story dentification £ 20052802149

Siory by Cpl Ricl Moty

KUNAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan (Feb,
§, 2005) - 3rd Batialion, 3rd Marines,
compleied Operation Spurs this week as
B B ani part of a combinad Coalition and
agvernment of Afghanistan offensive against terronist threals in Afghanisian duning the winter months.

Leaping from CH-47 Chinook helicopters havering just aliove the fagged, snow-covered mountaing
that ring the Keorangal Valley, Marines from both india and Lima Companies inserted into differest pars
of the valley, ey quickly cordoned and searched several houses helizved to be hideows for mid-lava
Taliban and BIG leaders and fighters,

“We flgw in fast and fow and jumped off just cutsids one of our main argets house," said 2nd Lt
Caled Weiss, a Lima Company platean commander. “They couldn't have had more than a few
moments to readct o having re plztoons droppad on their ieaos.”

The Marines charged into the viliage and quickly established a presence, praventing e possibility of
their targets escaping. The Marines then delsined several men suzpected of eing membars or
supposters of anti-government forces without having 1o fire & single shat

With heticopter pilots perforring precancus tvo-whest landings over the freacherous mountan. terrain
and the Marines and Saillors witingness to eagerly take the fight fo the enenty no matier the “cime or
place,” America’s Battalion sent 3 clear message that security threats to Afghanistan will nol be
tolerated or affiowed to remain in the Koerangat Valley.

The Batialion has maintalined i high operational tempo despite harsh weather conditions, in an effort
to disrupt the activity of anti-govermment forces hare duning a time when Talban and Al Queds
elements operaling in Afghanistan have, in the past, iaken time 1o regrganize and recupsrate.
nsurgents preparing for renewsd attacks on Afghan and Coalition fargets i the spring, using heavy
snowfall and plummeting lemperatures o mask their activity, will continue o bhe sought out by Maring-
driven infiatives throughout the harsh Afghan winter said 3/%s Batizlion Commander, Lt Col. Nom
Cooling.

“Regardiess of how dificulf the terrain and weather might be, we have e training, eguipment and
commiment o take the fight to those consinuing to sponsor and conduct terrodis? activities in the Kunar
Frovince and that is precisely what we arg doing. We are not gaing o sit around ang worry alxout thens
exploiting the local populace and atiacking us. We are going to kesp them worried about us Bringing
the attack to them " said Cocling.

If insurgents hiding thers were distressed o see the amrival of the Marines, many residents of Karangal
happily welcomed the Marines and Navy Corpsmen of the Battalion. Vith the assistznce of Afghan
dactors, Sotdisrs front the Asadabad Provincisl Reconsiraction Team, and female military police
officers from the 58th MP Co., 25th Infantry Division, they distributed winter coats, madication and
Gffered medical halp o neardy 500 sick vilagers and thair chilcren throughout the Korangal area.

“It's great to he able o help the peosle by Qwving them medicing and suppliss they nead,” said Amy
3pc. Dayna Urbank, military police officer from Unboniown, QR0 “We're 1ol here st o search houses

Sub’: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS, ITEM R, PICTURE 1



and daiai people. fwe show thens respect and heip them, they'l ses that their govemment can offer
them a much betier way of fife han any of the terronst groups can”

iz

Several Lima Company Marnes aisc mel with the Korangal v age elders, who expressad thanks for
the medicat suppdies and coats. One of the siders, who fought the Russians with the mujahedeen, sakd
that the new peacs in Afghanistan was & welcome change and he looked forward 1o 2 Sme whan it
woLlan't be necessary for Marines arg the Afgran Nztionst Ay 1o look for tesrorists i his vilage.

“We are happy te have the securnity hets and to receive. the medical attention You provide us,” said one
of the elders who hosted the Marines for a meal in his home. Coalition forces hope 1o further solidity
support among the villags elders of the Kunar provines by cordinuing to improve condifions there and
sliminate the Iveats tigy face from insursents.

Cperation Thunder Freedom: continees as Amenca’s Battalion and Combinad Joint Task Force 78,1
conjunction with the government of Afghanisian, assess and sesk o eliminate Fireats aleng the
Afghan-FPakisian border

50~

Photos included with story:

Lance Cpl Dan Robert, squad automatic weapon gunner with L Co
charges foreard through the deep snow of the Hindu Kush mountains to
his sguad's next ehjectve dufing cordon and search operations as part of
Operation Spurs. Photo by: Cph. Righ Mattinghy

Corporal Thomas Reoney, rdleman with Lima Co_, 3¢d Battalion, 3rd
Marines surveys the village in the Koranga! valley where he and his
platoonmiates their part of Operation Spurs. Photo by Cpl. Rich
Mattingly

farines from America's Batiation feap from a CH-47 Chinook helicopter
hovering just above the snowy hills of Korangal during their insertion for
| Operation Spurs. Phota by Cpl. Rich Mavtinghy

4 Second Li Caleb Weiss, platoan commander, and Sgt. Nick Lentz,

p Squad leader, both with Lima Co_ 33, fead their Marnines toward the next
¢ house duning a cordon and ssarch of a village in Korangal Yalley during
% Operation Spurs. Phote by: Cpt. Rich Mattingby

YLance Cpl. Padl White, rifleman with Lima Co_ monitors satelite
communications during Operation Spurs in the Kerangal Valley, Phota
by, Cpi. Rich Mauinghy
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- Marine's from 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines, charge on 1o an Army CH-47
Chinnok heficopter in the Korangat valley as a part of Operation Spurs.
| Photo by: Cpl. Rich Maingly

Viarines and Sailors from America's Batlalion "stack” on a fence
noments before ente another house during their exhaustive search
of a village in the Korangal Valley. Prioto By: Cpl Rich Mawingiy

ima Co. machine gunner, Josh Ploetz, looks over the sights of his
M240G machine gun as another CHA7 Chinook helicopter prepares fo
drop medical supplies near the Marines' position high in the Hindu Kush
‘meuntaing dunng Operation Spurs. Phato by Cpl. Rich Mattingly

LCorporals Michasl Lazzari and Thomas Reoney, riffemen with Lima Co.
Auickly search houses in the Korangal Valley while Seaman Nathan
Monteil, Lima Co. hospital comsman, keeps an eye out for enemy
movement. The Marnines searched houses believed to be hideouis for
insurgents in the valiey during Operation Spurs this week. Photo by Cpl.
Rich Mattingty

Lima Ca. machine gunner Josh Ploetz looks over the sights of hig
240G machine gun as ancther CHA7 Chinoak heficopier prepares to
drop medical supplies near the Marines’ position high i the Hindu Kush
mountans durng Operation Spurs. Photo by: Cph. Rich Battingly

Matines and Sailors from Amarica’s Batlalion "stack” on a fence
moments before entering ancther house during their exhaustive search
of a village in the Korangal Vallay this week. Photg by- Cpl. Rich

| Mattingly

Petty Officer 3rd Class Robert High gives a winter coat to an Afghan boy
during a medical and humanitarian sssisiance efart in Korangal, After
securing the village, Navy Corpsman and Afghan medics provided locals
with much-needed medical care and supplies. Photo by Cpl. Rich
Matiingly
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- Lance Corporal Tyler Corbaley, Lima Co. rifleman and Armny Sgt. Ashley
| Schroeder-Petersen, a military policeman with 58th MP Co., 25th 1D,

| pass bars of antibacterial soap to an Afghan medic during a

| humandtarian and medical assistance operation in the Korangal Valley.
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PSYOP teams give Marines

-another voice on battlefield
- Submitted by Combined Joid Task Force
- 76
Story Identification #: 200822312435
Bfory by Cpl. Rich #amtingl

JALALABAD, Afghanistan (Feb, 18,
- 20053 -- The ciowd grew in the afternoon
foq, sager eyes walting fo sp2 what the
soldisrs, Marinzs and Afghan Police were
posing on the sigri-boand they had jus

set Up i frant of the most pofiuts radio statior in fown.

“Whenevar they see the ‘speaker truck, peopls know we have information to disseminate, and we'll
aitract a largs crowd verny quickly,” observed Army Sgt. Joshun Hale, nsychological opersiions.
epacialiat with the 13t FSYGP battalion, referting to his unit's popuiarity amang the Afghan people
and the recognition: the speakers mounted tohis humvee brings. "Evaryong wants our pemphiats and
papers,” he explained. “Every Afighan 've met wanis o know what's Going on i the coundny. We give
them information that they might nét get any other way ahout what's going on.” Within minutes of their
arival, several hyndred newspapers and leaflets are gone, and camied of in SAGRY ArMs.

A recent media survey performend by an indenendsnt research grosp found that 80 percent of Afghans
say they firdd & “eory important™ to be informed about nationwide events. Whils the overatl literacy rals
rematng arsund 30 percent, Afghans voraciously consume any news about thelr country they can find.
For the Afghan Government and the Coalition, this eagarmess to rernain informad is a large part of the
damicratic process and anothise vehice for them o spread thelr massage of Afghan solidarniny,

“For a country whose government is moving forward toward incitimacy on a global scale, having an
informed popuiace who supports their own freely-elected govemnmsnt and its programs Is importiant,”
said Marine Capt, Tony Apiss, information operations officer with g Batialion, 3rd Marines. "PESYOP's
provide Matine units an additiona! asset in COMMUNcating with the lecal pofuiace. n an environment
whers information operations are often the main effort, PSYCPE units are crucial”

Peychological operations, with a name that conjures Images of war movis propaganda, in acluality has
evarything to do with getling the truth out 1o the public. Their “product” as it is referred to, caries
certain nessages about governement programs and general information in addition to news, PSYOP
mataral often includes heatth and hygiens tips and wamings aboul what to do Afghans ind
unexploded crdnance or mines, a common problem lngering from eatlier condlicts,

“What we dois not propaganda,” said Hale emphatically. "Propaganda is lies, and we don't o o
anyona WeTe here 10 get the truth out so that they can make dacisions on their own.”

Army PEYOP soldiers feel they ars making a difference that is iangiblz in the quesiions they are asked
by Afghans whan cut on patolz with the Marnes. More and migfe, they say, people arg asking
questions about government grograms of how they can ioin the Afghan Mationat Arnyy, which
cortinues o recrult heavily.

PSYORP teams assianed to 33 Marines are hedping not s0 nwich to “win® bearts and minds in
Afghanistan as informing Afgharns, allowing theny to make up heir minds on their own.

“We're helping to legitimize the Afghan government intefiectually the same way he Marines help o
legitiruize the Afghan government by working with the Afghan Nationat Ay explained Hale.

For Marinss working to destroy any footnold for terrorism of ant ~government INsurgensy in
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Afghanistan, the psychological operstions portion of ther mission has become an important past of
making Afghanistan & safer, more independant country “They are able fo provide everything fram
conducting command and contral missions to distributing leaflets and posters informing the Afghans of
local gavernment srograms,” sakd Aplsa. “They are imegrated into nearly every phase of operationa:
planning.”

Issuing messages such a3 “lay down your weapons and vou will not be harmed” or “medical treatment
will e ghven at the village mostue Dday,” fom their powerful spsakers, the FEYOP Solifiers cah heip
spread messagss and diffuse situations n.a way that increases the batllefisld resources avallzble o
the commandar.

“Thirg Battafion, Third Marines has been very forlunate to have Tactical PEYOP Teams in direct
support of the battalion. Thelr experience and special skills bing 2 non-Kingtic’ fire support asset that
the Mardnes have come to rely o7 conctuded Apisa,

The Mannes of America's Baltalion cantinue to conguct stability and suppert cperations in Afghanisian
as part of Operation Enduring Freedom. Their focus remains upen providing a stalilz environment for
the Afghan government to continus to progress, and supposdting the Afohan National Army and Police
forces as they take largey responsibiiity for the peaceful future of Afghanistan.

_SQ-

Photos ingluded with story:

Sergeant Josh Hale, psychological operations Soldier, fastens new fivers
1o a "product board” outside of Shaeq Radio in Jalalabad. The flvers
 ranged in topic from how fo avoid injury when unexploded ordnance is
 found to the Afghan canstitution. Photo by: Cpl. Rich Mattingly

While Cpl. Josh Wartchow, Lima Co. nfleman, watches, the crow
pushas around an Afghan Nalional Police Officer handing cut P5YQP
newspapers this week in Jalalabad. The PSYOP papers are eagerly
areived whensver ANP or ANA passes them cut Photo by: Cpl. Rich
Wattingly

Afghan National Police Officers pass out PsyOp papers to a crowd in the
center of Jalalabad. The papers’ main purpose is to inform Afghans of
governmant programs and news. Photo by Cpl Rich Matiingly
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3/3 helps secure clinic

Cpl. Rurnivez Kicardy, jvem Quebr,

e avedical vi

, confition Jonces prinided o

I

They can't say or de

MEDMCAL, From. A

Fermades have nw rights.

anyhing without » maic family memben” she
saiel. This was a nevs fist time “outside
the wite” She is #lso assigned w Company (.

723th Main Suppait Battalicn cut of Schinfield
Barracks, Hawait

The majariey of paticnts seen wewe Ureated
for wpper  pesplatey  tract infecticns
Addtitionally, every persan over age twa was
given s dnworming Geatiment. Worms e o
¢ camuren silinent there, Many paticats
complained of stomach aches and diarrhea that
Pz dasted fog yeaes, signs that they their woons
bave gowve unteeated for vears,

“Sest people gir to Walgreen's and buy
tedicine fike Motrin, bul dhese peogle wmply
ihle artd
arplained st [y

E!!{\. Gy ot !m\.c one!

Suls

itax, Poerie Rico, palis-guard dn«y sround a
el visit to the villyge, Felr, 28, Ricards is assigned o 2ed- Ealtalion, 3rd Ma
il imedical assitande te o
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Jubie A Sheers, of Crove City, Ghie, Sheets, the
senticn formabe wvedica] practitioner on site, is 3
physician’s assbstant sssigined o Company €
TE3th Main Support Battalivn frons Schofinhd
Daracks, Hawai
I iy castomary in Afgdanitan for fomale
Adghares o be seen by ondy temale medical per
sonnwh. I sotme Cases, Afghan veowmon wilk die
of ailments bufiee biing seen by 4 male doctor,
brcause OF the strich coltunal L
Shroets saiid this village dlso bad o higher rate
of lisharaniasis than usual. Leishmankosis is g
skist fisease caused Iy an dnseet spread pacasite
Hcauses bbeis 1t fester apdd Joave disfigur
sRg scars
“Fiar us o g wub and slow good will
o zse here o teat eheit Ramilies and Uy chil-
dren - shows the prop! e that we are hare
t help the wxplatned Maaes Sgl Ediths
Hetn, afficer in charge of the mission, wsigned

[

ic in Khast Provine, Adgha
ne Reghment, “America’s Batation” from MCE Hawai

ITEM T,

T Capt. ity Casag
i durfag & roedical assidance At ascrss.
Kaneohe Bay. Durlag

T il Khiost Provinctal Booonstroction Team

“This voas a key lovabion o conduct the mis
s because of the influence of the prople who
bivi 0 the area,” Moo said. “Thees v still nog
ative influcnce in that area,

“The smile on the children’s faxs amd the
thainks that the peaple give us shetwed us thet
they wese very thankiul-and that we were well
recelved,” said {he Army Resgrvist and full-tme
peodice oflicnr o Endlanapatis, Ind.

Barhig this singloday missioea, the wam
peovided medical care 4 338 wdul males
wanien, and 249 chikdien v alst divtribm

V kg oo vice, S5 by of busns, and &3 ke
of coking oif 1 peopl in need

By Rasud, the direction of the Mamoor AE Jan
Hinpital in Fhost Freovines, was dlio oa scene
for the Conpenative Medicsl Assistance, D,
Rasul. vl gors by oaly ane name. as &5 qre
tomacy ux Aighamistas, ssid he enjrred works

FPICTURE

Maripes maintain security,
enable Afghan citizens to
receive medical reatment
Capt, Tuendta thang

bzl fot Tk Faves e

KHOSE  PROVENCE.  Afghunirten
Reardy 1LOGE pophs cante 10 Ebilbasat village Lo
see if the snntucementy they heard over 8 Jued,
speaker were true. They heard broscasts that
eaalition furces woukd be prevading free medical
i fo Jocal residents. Nelther they, nor somue of
woalition sotdic, could believe what they

The proph ate seally happy that Amedcans
are hare woday” sid & bl Boy o boden
Toglish, talking foom over & stone walt w2
Marine who swas pulling guard duty
Ttams fzom  third-world countey, but this was
very shocking ot ave o see” said Spo. Thin T
Vadunauela vl smoved Lo the Urited States fram
Gayans i 201, joined the United States Ay
the same yeae and sow celts Decntus, Ga., home
“Whiles | wan doesworting them [ was fooking
at their testh were i eotten and. e
unhealthy,” said zuela, 3 dental assistas:
rmrn Company &, 725th Maimn Suppect Battaliin
wwrt of Sehefiekt Basracks, Ha
“It was s shacking tooses all the childeen not
wearing shoes” Valeruusle sid this feing b

first tiore out of the secure milttan favities, o
toutide the whie” a5 service membears in
Afghanistan refer terit. 1e was frevsiog old, and

there wore 2 many whieo wete barefoted,”
“iwan a cubtees shock.” admitted Sg2 Tercia
A Feeving, of Corpus Claisti, Texss,  “The

Jog A HCAL AT

ing with American doctoars and he hamed
much From them.  He sluy peosided local
Hesight into the problems experiereed by the
villagers

Sagne people Nitvrally walled all Ja
fuot, in temperatures in the $k, 10 5

ical eare. There ave nor paved soads in Sabacd
Phstrict — nae many carn Many e oo
crutchss. Otheyry that cam we prosthotics,

evidesee of thy decades of war anid fead mines
polluting theu coudtey.

The oredical assistance amd sidssment viss,
cooedistated I the Provincial Becomitriction
Team Locaten] in Khest Provines, is esential
iuferarifying ilnesses i w pasticalar erea o ey
can ableess the issees, There e cwrrently 19
PEYx thuoughout Afghversstars. Each FRT con-
shusts civil asseriments and assists the bocabg
erament with rccastiection sad security n
each rogin

i



(373 scores major sUccess in
Khost
Submittad [y Combingd Joint Task Force
T4
Story ientificstion ¥ 20083313824
Stery by Cof Ricl Mamingty

KHOST PROVINCE, Afghanistan {Feb.
26, 2005} — Under the light from a palg,
yaikow nioon, the Marines moved swiftly
acrzss the cold and bamen wadi, hand

. _ and am signals mobilizing ssuads and
fire teams sitently info position ardund the hzf‘mg in and out of the shadow of trees and low
rock walls i1 the surrcunding figlds a5 thay neared, 3rd Batis 3rd darinez, sealed a seamiess
cordnn and prépared o search for several men they suspacied of perpetualing femorist aciivity and
attacke on Afghan and Coalition foroes in the ares.

Ondy when the night's revere was split by the blaring sounds of ;}sgchmogtcaé opsarations’ sumender
anpaals and the roar of Cobra gunships appeaning e few hundred feet overhead, did the inhabiiants
realize they had heen surrounded. By the hreak of dawn, the Batalion was well underway o
comaleting ofe of its most successful operations o date in the region.

"We moved over 44 kilometers at night, dismounted a few (kilometersy away, and surrounded the
village whaere wea balizved the enemy to he hiding by moving inon foot. {ur enemies hiad never seen
anyihing Hke this before, sothey weren't ready for us and they had no chance to escape inta the
molntains " explaingd Capt. Ken Barr, commanding officer, Weapons Co, 3rd Bn., 3rd Marines,
whose company planned the operation over a mosth and a half, ga}enssg key human intedigenss on
anti-governiment miliia forces operating i the Khost province. Qver the course of two days, Weapons
and Hzadquarters and Service Companies, who combined forces for the operation, set up shoo guits
fteraly in the suspacted terrorists’ backyards. Both companies are organized as provisionst rfle
companizs in the Batlalion's expansive ares of responsibiity.

The batiaton was abie 0 capture eight men helieved 1o be members of ant-gavernment miitias and
sgire a significant amount of ilegal weapons and exploshves. And they did iTwithow! & single shot
heing fired.

One of Weapons Co.'s platoon commanders explained the refationshin that they have ned fo foster in
the area over the course of the kast few months that has inproved their successes and abliity to Qo in
hiard and fast without disrupding friendly ties.

“The local populace has begun o trust us more and more 33 we've budlt a relationship with them
through local patrods with Afghan podice and e medical and bumanitatan retief effords we've
parformed,” said Znd L Luke Lazze, second platoon comymander, Weapons Co., 383 “We {ry 1o 5iress
to then that it's their community and they have fo take {Eapmsmﬁny for the actions of those they live
with. We're here to help them with that, That allows o5 to Qo Into & fown thﬂ way we did and
successiully find our ensmies without oo much resisiance from the ncals ™

The Marines and saiiors of 343 are operating with 2 high level of cultural and societal awareness and

attention to getail in order to strike a cerlain baiancs with the [ocal populace duning secunty and
stabifity opsrations, said Barr, something he balleves is & reflection of his Marines' professionalism as
they eomolete more complicated missions.

When ‘a“:'e&,cgaﬁs Cr entered the vilage, the commander's ficst action was to meet with the village
ders and give them a chance o give up the men who were wanted in connecton with the atfacks

Subj:  SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS, ITEM U, PICTURE 1
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“Ne went to the village eiders and mudats and asked hemhow they would Hie us 1o hendie searches
of houses i they villages,” continuad Bam “We told then that i they would give up the men
responsisie for attacking Marines ang Afghan forces in the area, then we wouldn® be forced 0 covgan
arc search thelr villages. The Mannes and saliors have upheld their end of ings admirably, which
improves our chances of even mors fufire successes.”

I was that approach that led to the operation’s success, salid 32 Battalon commander LE Col Norm
Couling.

‘It gasy to get on line and fight 8 dearly defined eremy,” said Cooling. “In cur siiuation, you can't
aiways locale, close with and destroy the engmy In a strainht fonward manner. You have to estabdish
human intslligence relationships 1o lcale the eremy and then deavise creative ways 10 closs with Rim.
While doing that hars in Sabarl, we sent 3 significant message to e villagers that by helping us they
can help make thelr town and thelr country a safer place

The Marines of 3/3 were very successiul in ther searches, which were done with the supervision of the
town's eiders. In the suspeits” homes thay found evenyiing from grenades shoverd info sacks of Sour,
to weapons burisd in dung heaps, and plastic explostves and diasting caps stuffed in an oid car tre.
Une squad even recovered a balt of egal armor-pisrcing AK-47 rounds Bidden under an infard in a

Crits.

4, for one, undarstand e mentality of 3 homeowner who 80asn't want sams stranger coming into
thedr house," said Sgi. Chris Bloom, sguad leader with Weapons Co., whose squad recovered several
stockpiies of munitions fror the suspecied insurgents. “This i their country and we ahways have to be
aware of that, What we did iy waiting for the elders to go in with us and ot them give up he Juys we
werg afiel Was very important to maintaining the trust of the peogla We just want to fake the quns and
axplosives gway from the people who shol a8t us and make sure they pay for their crimes.”

‘It comes down: 10 the golden nule,” said Barr, "You have 1o treat others here the way you would want
{o he weated in their situation. This war i3 going i be won by the uss of weli-aimed, non-kinetic
rounds,” he said, referring o suctessiul information and peychological oparations campalons il win
the proverbial "hearis and minds” of the populace. “You may be abie w0 kil a ot of the bad guys with
edflats But you can 50 1ose this war that way”

Weapons Co. plans on foliowing up thelr successful round-up of suspected terrorists with meadics
asgisiance operations in the ares. Amsenca's Bataion continues W operale throughout Eastem
Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. .

T

Phatos inchuded with story:

Lance Cpl Kevin MNeale, rifleman with Weapons Co., 33, searches a
basement roon for weapons during cordon and search operaiions this
week n Afghanistan. Photo by, Cpl. Rich Battinghy

Second Lt Luke Lazzo, platoon commandar with Weapons Co., 3d
Battalion, 3rd Marines, takes a knse and gets hes bearings before leading
his Marines the final distance to where his platoon was responsibis for

| insuring noe suspectad teoorists skpped through the Marines' cordon.
Photo by Cpl Rich Mattdngly

Captain Ken Barr, Weapons Co., 3/2 company sommanter. mesis with
the mullahs and elders of the villages his Marines plan on searching for

suspected terrorists and weapons caches, Barr said he found the elders
to be responsive and willing to help the Marines complete thair mission.
America’s Battalion kas focused on villagsrs having mors accountabdity
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o the actions of their village members. Phote by: Cpl. Rich Battingly

Battalion Gunner Robert Sundstrom, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marnes,
examines the plastique, blasting caps and nitroglycerin his Marines
discovered while searching a suspecied terrorist's house duning
pperations this week. Sundstrom said he belleved seizing the explosives
made the roads in the surrounding area a lot less bkely have emplaced

L improvised explosive devices in the fudure. Photo by Cpl. Rich Mattinglhy

A Maring with 3rd Batallion, 3rd Marines uses a metal detector to search
far hidden weapons and ammunition at a location identified ag housing
possible terronsts. Weapeons Co. of America's Battalion conducted the
operation with the support of local village slders. Phota by: Cpl. Rich
Battingly
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3/3 readies for fair weather fighters

Seaff Spt Bradiex Bhen
IS i

e Affle

bealn th rise andd the snow stasts to
mielt thraughout Alghanistan. sad-goven
ment and anti-coxdition militants ae exprected
1o zeswAc attacks,

Flistonvally, fighters ke wspite during
Afghanistan’s harsh wintess and, re-cmerge in
thve spring with 8 biiel incrase in atacks,

Toy the lase bew wareks, sevesal people clan-
ing to be Taliban spokespersons have <alled
media outlzts fe Jet them oy they wall
Faurch their “spiing offensive” when the
weathee pets faiver

Henvever, thess faizaveather fighters shoutd.
0 expect to cateh the coaliten on their beels
this year, said Maj, Buke Davis. eperstiens offi
cer for Coombined Task Foree “Phunder at
Eotward Uperating Base Saleran o Khost
Povince

“We've already expericaed the attacks, aod
anvthing that they launch at us. w - ready
ter addiess.” Dgvis said,

Coanpared 1o near eero bevel of activity dais
g e wintar, Davis said any event as stk is
guing t seem Bl an incrowe, bad he conandy
doesn’t expest an evorwhelm ey offcnsive.

Instead, He axpricts s smalt inciease w bow-
lzved attacks. bat thinks the eaemy is hanking
on a histonical tnead and perhaps even a bit of
hope that thiin for are going 10 come our
and oonduct major attacks when the warm
weather comes.

“But Tm gt w0 sure their message and thei
thieats are azeieted with sy distinet capa
b thuet they 've sfrewn. Bavis said, “Fh
wadtinng these staterments petbups i hope, ansd

4

< Rich Macknghs

Srcond LL Cabed Webs (((;n;{et}_ plidoen commandes, and St Nick Lends tright), sgad feader, both with
Company L, 3rd Batlalion, 31 Macing Regiment, lend their Marines towasd # Hawse wivfe conducting
scarch of a viilage in Korangal Valley during Opesation Spurs. Historié by, Alghani fighters take respite

during the coontey’y furrh winters and neonage in e spring with an facrvase

Based on trends, that their iosurgent Sghters
are ottty goitg U come vut ared G that. |
wedtainty wauld nat give crecht o an averarihe
b opezationad or strategically cocrdinated
autivan”
Task Foree Thondy:

wren “winter oHensiee.” Operation Thinds
Freadom, which was developed to exploit
suceess aof bast vear’s presiden tial elecs The
purpise G the operation was o stay adive,
theimglicast the wintzr, against the onemy ad
contineee waiaing the Afghan iwmal Ay

is st conducting its

1 atlacks,

annd Abghan Natiomat Police so they ace able 1a
adsdress gnemy aftueks b the speing,

“Ehines a kot of conphasis on what (ke
enamy is going t be able e do, but Fwill wl
yau that the ANA and AKFE in congunction
witdy LS. Forves, s 52t and oue capabilities ape
Arater then they've ever beon,™ Davis salid
M errenn is going w0 do what ey tep
o, whick b tncrease sttacks i the sp
PRI godng o s e an ANA aad oa AN
Tisnce that is meach mone capabls of addeessiog
e tareats oo theic o feet — Rt atone with

ansiskaece fosn the LI5S

Unlike ths enomiy, VS ol coabition service
smeibers comtinsicd oprations threaghou the
WA, O marier the weathir

Sgt Orbando Asehin o sguad beadir with
Vieapans Campatyy. 328 Tattalion, 3rd Mariee
Regoment. said be and his fefes Marines ate
always ready fav anytiing the ey thiows o
them,  When they werend ot an migsions.
Asorhus raid b and his $ellvne Marbnes were con-
standly traising G mdistais their madiness —
ever when It was cobd outsid

Nomatter how chilly ke get, the Long istand,
[N native said the Marines paover decided it
s By cold W g0 on missions,

“Na .. nie, that acver happens,” he scofted
“Fhe Marins Corps just doesn't do phat e
have plenty of toldowvather gon that the
Matirte €orpe dsses s, and thats just oo
excuse

Botweon their fear of the cold and their te
viry, dnicha seid b dogbts the fortitwde of The
enemy fighters,

“They like to hit and rug w0 almest like a
spoet v them” beswid. Theyre playing with
prophe’s lives fuere and Wiying o sappress the
county, anid it's just oot going w happen,
They'se just cowards. Thoy get Ao ispect.”

Every i thee enemy dews-ze-emcesgye hom its
hibernation and attack, thed abilities aw gues
choaasbile, After all, staying indoors ber wveral
months probsbly hasa 't helped their wantighe.
inngg skifls.

“rt wur opinion, they have ot imjroved al
Al Davis sabd. “They just went ints hiberna
tion. What we've Jone as we've acbually
impaenced oweselves. Welse coming cut that
inuch better and that mach bettsr propased
Brecause oF what the ANA gad ANP have doge
thaoghout the sinter months,
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MARFORCENT deputy CG visits 3/3

Lpd. Bich Malting

Carrfitrad hidet sk Fosce 76

FORAWARTY OPERATING
BASE SALERNG, Afghanistan
— Marines of Third Battahios, Srd
Mardines, “America’s Battalion,*

marked what was mast likely theic
halfway mark in Afghaniston with
a visit hroma Brig. Gen. ey O
MuAbee, deputy commanding gen-
eral of Marivie Forces Central
Comazand this week,

in front of the

battalion's

Cpf Rich Wallirghy

Brig. Gen. herry €. McAbee, deputy commanding peneral of Marine Forces
Central Cormunand, talks te Marines from 3rd Rattalion, 3rd Marine Regimest,
March 7, at Forward Operating Base Saleme, Afghanistary.

Subi:
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Cambat Operaticos Center, as hel-
icopters flew o oand  owt
Salerno’s busy aizfickd, McAbee
telked o the gathered Marines and
Satlipes from  Headguarters and
e Company and Weapons
Company about what was happen-
ing througheut the Haited: States
Cenrtral Command and the Macine

af

{aneps.
“Every Marine has performed
with distinction in the Ceaurs!

Ceorzmand. Avea of Responsibititg,”
said MoAbee, speaking provdly of
what Marines have accomiplished
ir both lrag and Afghanistan.
“You are truly the nation's second
greatest generation.”

The brigadier general, whe for-
metdy commandesd Marine Corps
Base Hawaii, stressed the impor-
tance of the United Sates’ ongaing
commitment  to fighting  the
Global War on Terrorism,

“If we are to maintsin o way
of life as Americans, then this is a

PICTURE
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fight weo must win,” he said, con-
tinaing his pep talk, “in Americs
we have the smatlest military we
have had i <decades, while our
populatinn continues to grow. Tou
should be proud of what vou're
doing. You will always be ahle te
call yourselves patriots.”

As for the state of the Marine
Corps,  McAbee  assured  the
Marines and Corpsmen that life, as
they kaew it, would coptimze on
ange they wtaened 1o Hawali. No
changes to. special duty assign-
ments such as Marine security
guaed, drill instructor or recruiter
are currenuy amticipated, he said,

The opemtional tempu of the
Marine Corps remains high, be
continued, saving that Marines in
deplovable units could expect to
rervain o i mguhl “seven morths
oul, seven menths back” schedule
for the foreseeable future,

See 353, A-7

1
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Subi:
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Units around the Marine Coeps
can expect to be refreshed with
A000 new Marines who are cur-
rently being trained, said MeAbee.
Diespite reported recruiting shiort
falls Department of Defense wide,
the Marine Corps will be able to
augment the existing forre stouc-
ture and expand its size by two bat-
talivns.

Because of this, the Marine
Corps should be able to avold any
need to bnplement stop loss poli
cles or  involuntarily  extend
Marines and Sailors who have
reached their end of active servics,
hie said.

MurAbee concluded by speaking
to the future of the Middle East,
which will remain the focus of
overseas troops for many vears to
COELE.

“The futures of Irag and
Afghanistan hawe never looked
brighiter,” said MeAbes, "There are
a lot of positive things going on
because of our involvement in the
Middle East. lrag and Afghanistan
are free, lebanon will soon be free
frosn Syrian control and never have
Israeli-Palestinian relations looked
closer w resolation. You are a part
of that change.”
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Spring is in the air

Lance Cpl. Prasredl fones
talks 1o [ocal elders about
hefping them rebuild houses
that have been damaged by
thirharsh Afghaniston winker
during a securily operation
in Khowst Proviece,
Afghanistan, on March 8.
Dareel] is. assigned as a rife.
i with Weapons
Company, 3rd Battalion, dnf
Marine Regitaeid, that
conducting security md sta.
bilizaton operations in sup-
port of Operation Enduring
Freedom.

Cpl. lames Yarbero
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3/3 Marines stay on the

offensive in Adghanistan
Submitted by, Combined Joint Task Fores
-76

Story ke
G Story by Opl Rich 44

LAGHMAN PROVINCE, Afghanistan
{March 23, 2005) - Third Battalion, 3rg
Marines, completed Opération Mavericks
thiz week, succassiully rounding up
suspected ant-government militia
plosies caches in the stll snow-covered

menihers and confiscating several waapons and
mouhtalng of Eastern Afghanistan.
Kang L comparies combined their effors during the battalion operation, simultanesusly purssing
several targaets they belisved were hiding in the Alishang District of Laghman Province. Kilo also
worked with Navy Special Gperations Forces who shared a third of their objective among the hililop
vidagss,

Both the Newy SEALS and Marines said poading heir resources was mutually hensfickal during
Kavericks.

“Wiorking with NAVEOF was greal,” saig 2nd Lt Michas! Peliquin, K Ce. platcon commander, adding,
“We do business in a very similar manner. We're hoth very methodical and detail-orisried with
mizsion-accomplishment being the fop priority.”

Many of the SEALS and Marines, having had experiencs working with the other service as partof 2
Marine Expaditionary Unit, were able o speak the same operalional language, which the Marines said
kapt the mission focusad.

“Fug never seen sonwthing o as ‘aecording-to-plasn’ as this did with as many varkabies as we had,”
sz Capt. Skyler Mallicoat, K Co. commander,

The Marings were the first coalition forces many of the viliagers bad ever encountered. Dealing with
the culture shock and keaping everyons calm was sssential 1o the success of the mission.

“Thare are some uncertainties on both sides, among the young Marines who have never experienced
this cutture: before and from the Afghans who sae us swoop in on these huge machines and walk
around with al our gear,” explaines Sgi. Michas! villanueva, K Co. souad leader

Things became heated hetween ong of the Marines and a man whose house we needed 1o search,
Afterwards, though, whan everything had calmad down the Marine and the Afghan man shook hands.
think seeing tat, averyone undarsiands we're not here fo distup? anyone's way of life or hur anvone
wh 156t 00t 1o hurt other people. Maybe an Afghan child sesing that will get the rdont idea about who
we are and why we're here instesd of belisving whatever stores they are 1ol about us.”

The KMarines distributed humanitarian assistance supplies to the people of the vilages after they had
firnshed thelr search, and set in Tor a cold, wet night on the mountainside. Numerous indicaions, o
inctude information from sympathetic villagers, gave waming to possible attacks during the night
against theyr position,

The Mannes waited, but the enemy never sppearsd.

Al this point, they knaw what we bring 1o the fable,” said Mallicoat, referring o the enemy's hesitation

Subj: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS, ITEM Y, PICTURE 1



to engage the Marines. "They know they are a defeated force and ey cannot maich us.’

"We accomplished 2 lof out there,” said Lance Cpl. Rob Gaye, & maching gunner with K Co. “wWhen the
villagers realized we weren't thers fo hurt them, they calmed down. If we cause any damage during our
operations, we de what we can o fix or replace & K feals good 10 be aibe to do the right things for the
peopie”

“IWe &l about seeing the broadser perspective,” said Villanusva, “Once they 528 thal we're focused on
making thewr villages safer, they help us.”

Amenta’s Battalion continuss fo dig deeper info territory Coalition Forces have yet to breach as the
temperature changs draws insurgents back into Eastern Afghanisian from their winter hidecuts. The
Marings wil cantinug thelr secusity mission in the coming months a3 ey anticpale an increase in
activity from terronisis as the weather improves.

_35_

Photos included with story:

Cpls. Thomas Stickles and Jehn Poilander, both riflemen of K Company.
drd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, provide security on a rocftop whils
other Marines conduct searches through buildings during Operation
Mavericks, an operation that Marines condiscied to capture suspectad
tarrorists i the wicinity of Methar Lam, Afghanistan on March 15, 2006,
Srd Battalion, 3rd Marines is conducting security and stabifization

" operations insupport of Operation Enduring Freedom. Photo by: Cpl.
James | Yarbora

1 Marines of Kile Company. 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment ciimb a
stone wall on the way to a village during Operation Mavericks, an
operation that Marines conducied to capture suspacted termorists in the
vicirdty of Methar Lam, Afghanistan on March 19, 2005, 3rd Battalion, 3rd
‘Marines is conducting security and stabilization operations in suppen of
COperation Enduring Freedom. Photo by: Cpl. James L. Yarbaro

A Marne of Ko Company, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marme Regiment climbs a
stone wall on the way o a willage during Operation Mavericks, an
operation that Marines conducied o capture suspeciad tarrorists in the
wicindty of idethar Lam, Afghanistan on March 19, 2005 3rd Battalion, 3rd
Marines is conducting security and stabilization aperations in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom. Photo by: Cpl. James L. Yarbaro

Marines of Kilo Company, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, patrol on
the outskirts of a village duning Operation Mavericks, an operation that
Marines conducted fo capture suspected terrorsts in the vicinity of
Methar Lam, Afghanistan on March 20, 2005, 3rd Batialion, 3rd Marnes
is cenducting security and stabilization operations in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom. Phota by Cpl. James L Yarboro
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373 infanwymen leam to call.

direct close air support
Submitisd iy Combined Joint Task Fores
ST

Story ientification #. 20004374854

o Siory by Cof. Rich Martingly

CFORWARD OPERATING BASE

SALERNO, Afghanistan (March 25,

- 2005) — Warive smal unit leadirs with 3ed

' Battalion, 3rd Marines, recenily polished

their skills in sffactively employing and
p;m%’t drill=s.

cotmlﬁg ra:iﬁ:g o atreraft dufing joint ¢
.As the Marings continue to hunt down insurgenis.and maintain se;’:ur-ity for Afghans in the ruggead
‘mrourtains aldng the Pakistan border, enermy contact is ofien made &t the small undt level, Closing with
amd battling insurgents who habitualiy retreat as guickly as they attack s greally enhanced by caling

for fixed oF solany-wing air support.

“This 5 probally some of the best iraining they're going to receve cutside of basic infantry skills,” said
Alr Force Master 8gt. John Knipe, a joint terminal atr confrofier who has been training 3rd Ba. Marines
and accompanying them on operstions around Afghanisian.

“Inan infantry squad, you don't lave many "hig guns’ available to you” he continued. “if Marines nead

to pursue of break contact with an enery, they may niot mEW&)-’B have the organic fire power to do that,

B~ ing abla to call for and ef‘ecﬁwly emply fived and rotary-wing sircraff with the wespons eysiems
hey have can save that squad o piatoon.”

With two AH-1 Cebra helicopters. from Marine Light Atlack Helicopter Sguadron 773, “Red Dog”
screaming overhead, Marines from Headquarters and Service and Weaapons Companles, 342 — both of
which are largely oroanized as provisional rifle companfes operaiing in Khowst, made radio condact
with the pilots and then direcled them {o sirike “enamy” tarpets.

“e're baving the Marines matk the largats, which thﬁ Cobras sufseguantly engage. We wanied (o
mars ihis training as realistic for then as possible,” seig Maj. Gerald Graham, the hatalion's 3 officer.

The Marines fired 40 mim smoke grenades and M-240 G and M-2 50 caliber maching guns while the
Cobras engaged and adiusted their fires as directed by the Marinas aoting as observers. Firing their 20
me cannons and 2.75 inch rockets, the Cobras mads the range ok liks a very real hatlle space affer
just a few passes.

The Marnes each got 10-20 minutes of “station” fims with the pilots, during which they were coacherd
by Knipe and Graham on everything from radio efiquste {o how 10 adjust fire whan multipte arcraft
were avalable to engage a target.

‘W's imporiant that they gain the confidence o talk (o the afrerafl” said Grsham, “Now that they see the
firepower & secion of Cobwas can hong to the fg-ht, | think theyll e more withing o take conirel of 2
rezl-world situztion where they might nead that suppart”

‘It was motivating,” said 3gt. Crlandga Arocho, Weapons Co. squad leader, afler directing &n air strike.
U enamises kﬂo'v iz a rea hetier than we do aﬁd can somwlimes move a litths faster, but they cant
run from a paw of Cobras”’

The pilots who stopped at the range afterward 0 discuss the Fraining with he Marines were positive.

o
=
O
=
T
&
.
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Dragon
Eye keeps
insurgents
on the run

SpLu il Marsisaly

[Er— —"—-

KHOGWST PROVINGE,
iston — A low, buszing sound was
hvard as the somannzd demal 1Eone
nritsane: wehicke koo 3
Marine s the Dragon Ive, swooped
cver they patred Trader's tead and ot
through the jogged frountaineus o
reb. guided By 1t feo meemeunted

ey andd i, opetor bocated 4 fow
ey avane, Thee oprerator. watoskisng
whse comteed of the vehicls, monitas
the site fovsn which he pelieved torra
ists had ey fied nochits a0 ks
patied,

Time wse ok the: Digon Eye by the ind
Hattabion, 3nd Madnes. “Anecrica’s
Battalion® i Adghamsten masks the
fiest tivme 3 Masine Corps wumaopsed
artial wehidde B been used i el
Operativur Eadosog Freadom theater

ment dutg Opection ltagi Frocdom
allujal, the Mariaes of the battal-
i e Ee i the
by eleyanicers ped iRl rerein of
catn Afglanisan w0 gain an i
cer nsmrgnat thnaty
ar and Oherghass vehi-
o giving the Marioes on the
greamd avwehale aow parspective and &
L ey
Tt 2 Bw g sice beistg
a1 the Masine Corps Warfights
tie Dagen Lye is coming inte s own
as maverthawxtbit  arennd-the

nestore® sveitinnce techaiogy

wanangnt by
At just free pounds end
raddar sigastoee of 2 busd
3 company  in Amgrgas
mchodicg Heasdgoartees. s
Himing the Dragen Eye and Sovic
sehich R bren tisk cngan-
nnabuet peovivivial 5o cont-
enperatie,
e dont sey s hear i Deagon
Twenn | oo (e altitucke”
sad Cp. Behand Berby bauiabion
msineensie el and ok
wnd Servict Couwpany Mg
operatn, 1 can see what e eoemny s
e wildnat e
5 ey pateol i daagent D
addad. however, shat the Eragon Eve
coubd aisr Be a poweful delesant
wdien fown ot bowisn altiude, oople
Tersd o sourey avway when they st
conping s b e i
T Starines whe gse vidhe a bz
subber bancl o @ renming art 1o get
the vehide anbone 2asily deploy the
caft. e n the vebick is e the s,
3 Blarime vonvels e ciaft wning 8
small cumpuien, The Phagon Eyve bs
specificadly designed foe the kind of
spallunie tight Matloes of
Amtica’ Bartalion are expuriencing,
serarding to acby, When manshoars
acz 3 prrciows, commiadity and a come
e e fomns nmdlizence
with stuationa] awareness i his bauke

i only tae

e

See: DRAGON F1E, A5

Ry
Cph Richard Dushy, hatialion ansinte.
e chiorand Dragen Fe oporator with
Hradguastors, and Sees e Commpoay, 373,
pmhdtute what the Dringon Eve's carmerns
et during sureriflae b
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Fhawar Manmsa

PEAGON EVE, From A-]

space, the Bragen Tye come
inw play

W ouse b te check our
frostential wacket poiis of oelgin
and  jmprovised  oxplosive
devices o5 even fighling pank

" tions that Matiaes mtight have
difficulty picking oul from e
groanid.” sabd Staff Sgt Khalif,
Abad. platosn vz
the battslion’s Headquar
Servicr Company. "0y defindne-
Iy Eying ok situational svare-
aess ab 2 hightén beesh”

With & UHE transmissing
capabifity of & kilometos and o
1L peter {ield af view, the ai-
craft cas peonad wided and Take
stiE shots of the batthdield, alt of
which are relayed in redd time to
the oparator

“Wiite squads ace oat s
searching an ssez, | can Oy the
fhagon Eve ws mwte outlying
sreas i wee whats going en,”
sabd Berby, It saves o a bt of
tie mek ncreases owe elfective

Cpl. Richard Derby, hattalion matmenance chie and Dragon Eve spetator with Headguarters and Servive Company, 1d

Marine Kepimen

Subi:

launches a Dragon Eve mver the mountains of Afghanisian.

Zpl. Bk Matligly

Rattalioz, 3rd

ness
Iy addition 1 its effectivie
fess i3 vombst zone the

Dragon Ky oy extremely casy to

wie aid o store. Unlike other
unmanned: asvial wehicles that
require wonstant control. the
Dezgon Byt i wonvodled by a
small laptogr compota on which
the opeaalor catars a preset

sieslike
video segenn, The vehicle itself
<agx by Broken dowest ipto five
sepataty Pasls foe easy storagy

Having & “bisd's eye view
the toleting s a plus for the
Martws,

Uy the epey alolt for che
pateek feaber, and Em alv
st 4 b away when e nee
e brsformation o fo¢ B b
<hesk oot an area,” said Ded
whese taining tn the Dhagor
Eye cansisted of an intorive
fourduy <lass after whish be
was abic to deploy and mancs
wer the Graft i the fiebd with kv

v

“The wick o dealing with
4l of the moontaing,”
Ereeby.  “The terrain hees is
Togh o Marines. and #'s tough
s TS5, 100,

[t a bnarniig process for me b
impeove s handling and work
atcaned wome of its limitations.”

naidd
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Jingle all the way”

Lpl. Rich Mattinghy
Lance Cpl. Cados Carrilio, rifleman with Weapons Company, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines, checks ouf a 9jin.
gle” ek while his squad performs vehicle searclves in coordination with the Afghan National Police in 1lse
Khanest province, Leoking for weapons caches brouglit In from Pakistan by insurgent groups.. the Marines of
“America’s Battalion” stay ever vigiant. The beightly decorated ¥jingle” trucks, so-named by Marines for the
everjangling chains that hang from their frames, are used throughout Afghanistan to frasport goods.
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Hawagr Mbanie

Afghan children find friends in

merica’s Batialion” aids
teen to get prosthetic ev

CploRich Madtingly
Vst i srpeosdans

KENAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan —
Children sufforing from’ diffscult-tetreat
medical eondibivns in qural Afghanistan way
havy na bettar friend than the Marines of
“America's Battalion,

{ver the course of their deployment to
Afghanistan, the Marpes and
Navy hasgsital corpsmen-of drd
Baetalion LY Marir
Regirnenit, hove come to the
aid of severst Local childien
wi vtheewise wire B0 recel A
ing almient for very serious
imjuries, One such local tednager )
named  Syed  Udah,  tecently Y
Fevelvnd 2 prosthctic eve after Markaes 7
on patrod i Nagalam diseovesed his
wounds

Ay ipganes 107 pm rocket
a<l's village during an fncliscrimis
thst has become the mainstay of
[the inswigents tactics.  The et wat
sheapast inta his Jacy wsd aoeas, disfiguring

Subi:

hime® said bl justin Bollatan, exerutive

pite sowing
up numsnes wounds and ceosnstructing
Syed's mose, the doctors coalbd oot save his
Tuft e

S¥ed. promived o prasthetic v
Censkition forers, went back to his villa
waited, He thotght he Tad bees foggotesn
when Marines came vpon him dusing a
pateod thrswigh lis village.

MHe s told when e was ingueed Lest vear
that he would got @ posthetic oye”
explained Beliman, bt i never hap-
pened. WS imparta 1o show
¢ the Afghan people that ne mat-
ter what updt i buee
Coplition Is warking 1
FHELE caar commigmen:
With the hofp of tse Farwen
o Provineial Recotdaction Team and
Swl Fore Victory, beah bxated st
" Bagrem Adtfild, Sycd wes taansparfed
bavk to Kagram to receive an svahiation af
the Egyptian Hospital. 1 was determined by
e Egyptisn doctors tHat e eye sicket
winld Suppeat a prosthetic sye
Petty Cficer fs1 (lass Resdeipn Martin,
Navy hospital corpaman with 33, joined
Syed and traveded 1o Rabl fire the prosthatic

SUPPORTING DCOCUMENTS,

Euting at the Mo Eve Frospital in Kabul,
whiole

“He sweas a bit nervons about i
procers,” Martin aid of %
v theough M bus
“He's from a very small village where Life s
rrech Hffernt than #is i Eabut ™

e b Babul, (e dectors were ahle 1
examine Syed and fit hum for an eye on e
same day. He cotueed ta Ragia and was
Bewnewapd bowind, fhe next day, "Fam very
graeedul for the Amerivens® hedp,” Syed said
thicsgh an interprete
be praying for their
offred 10 work at the
for free in onder to
Marines did foa him

“We oty ta de everything we can for
Alghans we encounter who reeed medical
ueatment.” caplained Matin,  “Sometimes
we can'thelp, but when we aan, its 5 reafly
great feeling”

Hrsmanitarien sssistance projets such as
shis cotmtitute ant importart part of Americas
Battations operatione] approack to their
sequrity misdon i Afghspistan. Whereva
possibl, the battalion bvenages the 1apidly
develaping Aighen government to provide o
asiisl in thesy services, These poaviects helip
Favn andd maintain the trust and support of
the Afghan population, which is critical to
Fighting 2 successful conntui-nsucgemey,

repay the favis the

ITEM CC,
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Marines

Facka Gt vf 304 Saakon, Ted Mecins Brghvared
Saved Ufilaby sports, an Opertion Enduring freedoti T
shirt aad 4 frech bandage over the prosthetic eye al the
Marines and Sailors of “Anerica’s Battalion® recently
brdped him receive.
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Afghans turn IEDs
in to authorities

Pross Redease

Armwricene Forces Pless Sevvie

WASHINGTON - Afghan citizens, police and saldiers
tumed in three caches of munitions at separate locations
near Bagram, Sunday.

Together, the caches contained more than 400 mortars,
75 artitlery rounds, 31 rockets, 10 rocket-propetled grenades,
nine hand grenades, and hundreds of small-arms rounds,

One cache was destroyved where i was discovered, twa oth.
ers were transported to Coalition bases for later destruction.

Two improvised explosive devises were also. discovered
the same day in Helmand province — one by the Afghan
Naticmal Army outside of Lashkar Gah, the other by the
Ciarmser district police along a dirt road leading t3 a small
village in that district. Both Afghan citizens and Coalition
forces travel the road frequently.,

“Today, more than half of the 1EDs are discovered hefore
they detonate, and 90 percent of ail discaveries are the result
af an Aghan coming forward with the information,” said
Army Lt Col. Jack Knox, commander of the Coalition’s [ED
task force. “Afghans are reporting the discovery of an IED} o
either the Afghan National Army, the Afghan National
Police er directly to coalition forces.”

¥rex also noted that onty four percent of the 1EDs turned
i ase linked to monetary rewards. “The remaining 96 per-
cent are the direct result of a desize w cooperate with the
Afghan government and with Combined Joint Task Force
76, he sand. “Oreerall, there's been an upswing in the tern-
in of caches, People realize that winning the IED fight is a
means of the return of stability and law and order to this
country,”

e 1EDS, A-6
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IEDS, From A4

In Dawlst Shab, a district
in casternr Laghman provinee,

fceable condition, and are
awaiting disposal by explo-
sive ordnance disposal pers
sonnel.

ths local police chief turned
over another weapons cache
te  the Afghan National
Folice, Saturday. The ANP, in
turn, handed the cache ove
to the 3rd Battalion, 3rd
Marine Regiment, at its for.
ward operating base in the
provingce.

This cache consisted of
VAF PSS munitions and
weapon parts, including three
82 mm martar rounds, three
Russian machine guns {circa
19403, three R lannchers,
iz rocket launchers, one
DShK machine gun, and 38
baxes of 12.7 mm ammuni-
tion. Al Hems were in sery-

tCompilzed  from  Com-
bined Farces  Command
Afghanistan press releases.)

Subj: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS, ITEM DD, PICTURE 2

Battle leaves 23 Afghan insurgents dead
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — U.S5. Marines tracked down a

band of insurgents in eastern Afghanistan and sparked

a battle that left about 23 rebels and two Americans

dead, the U.3, military said Monday, in the latest

sign of a revived Taliban-led insurgency.

The military said warplanes also Jjoined the five-hour
clash with about 25 insurgents on Sunday evening in
Laghmarn, & province of an eastern opium-preducing
region where U.S5, forces have regularly fought with
militants. :

Acting on intelligence about the rebels' whereabouts,
U.3. Marines "located the insurgents and an engagement
ensued," a brief statement from the U.S. military
said. "Two U.S5. Marines were killed.™

A second statement sald "two insurgents were confirmed
killed and another Z1 suspected dead."

The military sald the Marines initially came under
attack with small arms and rocket-propelled grenades
frem insurgents who split into two groups, one of
which fled to a wvillage and the other to a cave on &
nearby ridge. The two Marines died while clearing the
cave after A-10 ground attack planes had pounded the

132



rebels holed up inside, the statement said, without
elaborating.

Militants opposed to the U.S.-backed government of
President Hamid Karzai have made good on threats to
step up their three-year-old insurgency, carrying out
assaults and bombings that have killed dozens of
Afghan and U.S. trcops and government officials in
recent weeks.

However, they have suffered heavy casualties in
clashes where American warplanes have caught them in
large groups on open ground.

The Marines died days after the bloodiest fighting in
Afghanistan in nine months, when U.S. and Afghan
forces including American warplanes clashed with large
groups of insurgents in two scuthern provinces.

Sixty-four rebels, nine Afghan soldiers and an Afghan
police officer were reported killed, while six
American troops were among the wounded.

American commanders insist they are wearing the insurgents
down and persuading villagers along the Pakistani border to
stop sheltering them.

They have also suggested that the United States might withdraw
some of its 18,000 troops in Afghanistan after the Sept. 18
parliamentary elections supposed to crown the country's
democratic rebirth. But that depends on the success of a
reconciliation plan which has prompted a string of former
Taliban allies to give up the fight.

Sunday's deaths brought to 143 the number of American troops
killed in and around Afghanistan since the start of Operation
Enduring Freedom in 2001, according to Defense Department
statistics.

Copyright 2005 The Associated Press. All rights
reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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U.S. Marines killed

LS, Muarines and o bond of
insurgents sporked o battle in
eastern Afghanistan Sunday night,
leaving 12 rebels and wo '

Rarierieo troops dead,

Ltoghom
province
Kubiul i3

v AFGHARISTLN

Source: AF
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Two Marines killed in OEF

Cumpited By
MCH it

WASHINGTON  — Twe LS.
Mariies assigned te 3ud Hatabion,
Ard Marine Regiment, ded Maring
Vhivisiorn, | Marine Expedi 3

gun batle in Afgharustan s Laghoan
provinge Sunday, As many o 2
fnsurgenits ast suspegtod dewpd,

According to military offical in
Afghanistan, the Maiiies
dugting suppost and stability oz
Tiems i the area vwhen Hiey recelved

LT

Foave, Roneohe Koy, Howai, warr
kil doslog an intense, fvehour

Teports of activity Aeav
thedr fecation
As the Mame maacuvesed (o

ineestigute, shout T8 individials
attacked wsing snudl arms and pack.
et-propelled grenades. Ay the fighiing
caatinued, the prsurgits sphit inte
twer groups, woe of which fod to a
villiage and the othen G 8 Gave on a
ssearby vidgedine

it Foreg A1 siboraft engaged the
insurgents in the eve, and 3 spueadof
Marines went (e s the suatiin.

Fhe twe Marines were kBled while
cleasing the cave seen, mifitory offi.
ciabs caid,

“You did ot need. te mad these
Matines 6 koow them® sl Col
Chaix  Blanchard  fle  officeris
charge-of the Murine Conrdination
Element at Combinesd Joint Tath
Force 76, “H wour knews ang Mar

Iy to preveet alf of us hos the st
of tedtaniim. W mowen thein deaths
and extend vur prapes o theln fans.
Livs and feved ones.

bonh Maines, Cph Brchard 1
Schegner, 20, of Hayes, la. and
Lacwos Cpl Nichobes U, Kirven. 21, of
R Bromd, 1o supporting

Sue CASUALITES, A0

¥ ke thal they divd contageos-
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2003, before deploving to Afghanistars Nev. 11, 2004

Hirven is swvived by his mother and father, His awards
include the Navy Usit Commendation Medal, National
Dedense Service Medal, Glokal War on Tesrorism Service and
Expeditionary Medals and the Sez Service Deplovment
Ribbon with second award. Kirven s a qative of Richmend,
Va., where he gradusted from Douglas Freeman High Schoot,

PALTIES, From 4.1
Ogeration Endusing Freedom and were assigned 1o Combined
ioint Task Force 76 while serving in Afghanivan.

Schoener enlisted in the Marine Corps undder the delayed

entry program Sept. 6, 300), and seported for recruit. training
at Parrds island, Calif, Dec. 3, 2001; he graduated from the
School of Infaptey April 23,
2062, He then  attended
Marine Corps Security  Foroe
tratning May 25 1o july 19,
2002, before repoiting to the
Marine Corps Security Force
Ceoxnpany at Kings Bay, Ga, He
repovtad  to his  unit  at
Kaneohe Bay, Aug. 3, 2004,
and deployed to Afghanistan
Mov, 11, 2004,

Schoener is survived by his
mother and father. His awards
inciode thie National Defense
Sepvice Maxlal, Marine Corps
Growwd Conduct Medal, Global
Wiar on Terrorism. Service ansd
Expeditionary Medals and the

Sea Service  Deployment
Ribbon.
Schoener  was  bosty  in

Pottsville, Pa., and his home
of record is Haves, La. He grad-

uated from Belt vy High
School in Bell Cay, La.
Firven  enbsted i the

Marine Corps Dec. 13, 2001,
and reparted for recruit train-
ing at Pauis Islared, Calif, Aug.
26, 202 He graduated from
the School of Infantry March
14, 2003, and reported 1o his
unit at Kaseohe Bay March 26,
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Taliban
leader
|0INs
Afghan
forces

Lok Rich Mattingty

Cemdert Conrsperdant

EUNAR PROVINGE, Afghanistan
- & forfies inssgent commardes swore
allegiance w0 the dslamic fepublic of
Alghististan i Asadabad. receirtly, ugree-
ing L Turn in his weapoas and cease, hos

riooagainst Afghan and  coatition

e

As coalition ferces have been husiing
oexs the Afghan-Pakistani border for
inswegent Jeaders, Najmuddin tarned
himseH in e bodis Conpan. 3ed
Battation, 31d Marines, shandoning his
fwn s one of the more ehusive Insurgent
feadess,

The Marines were tnfovmed by 3 nies
sage (hat explained whers the command.
e was vcated and his intznt The Iadia
Company feadership meved guickly w
the disignated lovation and, crossing swver
2 aidge indo the compound, came face-
tondace with the man they ivere able to
regogrize ondy from an cotdated pheto.
graph

The Barmer insusgent commanda has
bean albowed Lo participats b (e
Allegiance Progrem, 4 program aurrently
offered to Tabban and Hezbel islami
Culbudddin fighters who wish to stop
fighting and start parficipating i the
rebuit .

“We v -bed ok w1 this oy Fer
g time” said Ist Lo hustin Beliman,
Endis Ceanpany executive officer “I was
just 2 matter of dme before either we cape
turerk P, Killed hing, o e Wined hini-
self in. He macde e Hght decision, and
i going to hope that he becomes 2
positive force In his coanmunity”

A ceremony which wos attended by

¢ 306 civie and religions leaders frem
ET=? the Kuodr province was Lhe first
wep in the process of repetristion for
Najmuddin, wha  explined w the
Madnes, theough an interpreter, the sea
=on1 he wrned himaelf over to dus.

“Vam tieed of running,” saéd the fomer
ansurgent. T realized that my communin
was sulforing hecauss of attacks ‘on the
coalifon. and 1 i ant want that sny
e )

Hiz participation in the Allegian,
Program: oomes on the heels of extonsi
durathon operatons sround the arcas
Majmaddin was known to frequent in the
Pech Vallow Aggressively approgeching the
dutention of insurgent leadership in the
aeva affordud Masines the sioess that had
derd aghar ity
“This individual owhestrated several
attacks agaiast doadition forces before we
Zet e and began to condust sitacks
agaavst s i Nagalam {oom the mcment
wiearrreed I did ot take s Jong to et
fum know that we wers net going 10 5t
hack and take that,” said LU Col. Hotm
Cooding, vommaading officer, Amueicas
Tattalion. “Trstead we tovak the fight 1o
e backyvard — to U difticadt, coid and
Menttlzinaous tereain of the Korangsi

Walley —m & place wh sadds o pert Tk
vors, il & plece where ceslitsans foro

bad not goew o oany leagile of ot
befen

Marines of fndis Company, e

See TALIRA]

F AL
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TALIBAN, From A-1

tasked with celiminating the
threat Najmuddin posed to sta-
bility in the area, applied con-
stant pressure on him for two
ard a half months.

“in that time, he didn't have
time to conduct attacks against
cur mstallations,” sakd Coaling.
“He was too busy uving 1o sur-
vive, and he finally got tived of
it.”

While he said the constamt
PIESEne of  well-trained
Marines was the ultimate reason
he turned himself irn, it was also
the humanitarian outreach and
relabiliiation projects in his
area that Marines participated
in that convinced the former
insurgent leader to come forth,

Bellman, who spoke with
Najfmuddin, said he expressed
happiness with many of the
gooxd things he saw the Marines
doing in the Pech Valley and
that he knew his area was
improving  because of  the
Afghan and coalition forces.

Evprvone greeted Najmuddin
warmly in attendance at a meet-
ing of Afghan elders, religious
leaders and government offi-
cials, known as the shura,
which coincided with the cere-
oy, Both he and the commu-
nity leaders present expressed a
sincere desive for peace. After
giving a short speech, he was
sworn o uphold his end of the
agreement by the governor of
Kunar. Indis Company
Commander Capt. lim Sweeney
was present for the ceremony
and signed the official docu.
ment as a witness,

“He has sworn to cooperate
with the government,” said
Sweezeney, "Onoe he's in the pro-
gram, he has to meet with com-
munity leaders, elders and

coalition  forces on & regular
basis to check in.”

The governor of Kunar,
Asadediah Wafa, said the Islamic
Pepubdic of Afghanistan hopes
the pragram will put an eod 1o
tacal insurgencies and further
drive a wedge between Afghans
and the foreign-national terror-
ists who have heen operating in
Alfghanistan. By accepting for-
mer insurgent  “middlemen®
like Najmuddin, he hopes that
the money and support that
keeps the insurgency alive in
vastern Afghanistan will dey up.

The Allegiance Frogeam is a
program  designed  to bring
many  former,  promdnent
Afghans inte the new govern-
ment, he said. As long as an
individual has committed no
cebmes against humanity, he
may get a second chance at citi-
zenship,

“Everyone is happy that he
finally twned himself in” said
Sweeney. “The community sup-
ports his decision to dosa, and
1 think that will make a hig dif
ference in how some other
Taliban fighters react to us”

Acconding to Sweeney,
Majmuddin is only the first in a2
litge of insurgents who he
thinks will decide to lay down
their arms and cooperate with
the Afghan goveramenr. To
facititate that, America’s
Battalion will continue  its
aggressive operations throughe-

out  Afghanistan’s  eastern
region.

“A lot of people want o
COMR foeward,” sakd

Majmuddin, “They are scared
because they're not sure what
will happen once they come
forward. Once they sze how
well [ have bren treated, they
will decide to turn themselves

i

m.
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FORWARD OPLILATING BASE
MELHTAR LAM, Afghanistan —
Ihied Baltalion,  3nd  Mariie
Regiment, Ameria’s Battalion, han-
o] Lw fallen heroos ina menon-
4l service, May 15,
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Rhohy were i deiviag force behind
Zoud Soquad, They always made a trad
sitation info @ positive one,”
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America’s
Battalion
remembers
spirit of
brothers

FORWARD  OFERATING  BASE
MEHTAR AM, Afghanistan - T
spuadd and platoonamates of e Mazines
kithst 1 4 bhwdy clash witl osasgents,
May #, gathered throughoul M pas wiek
b relleel, o monegies of Their faflen
brotlers,

Sifang a8 lenbshere just o wewk prior
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enough o atways do e job or gve viu
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Cpi. B bt
taace Cpf Nicholas ~Mick” Kirven {left and
©Cpl. Richard *Ricky™ Schoener, team leadars
with Kifa Crmpang, 3rd Battalion, rd
Marines, puse in a pictune Laken during theis
deployment to Afghanistan, The fwe Mavines
tosl ihetr lives In combat, May 8, in
Laghman Province, Adghanisian.
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